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PARISH CHAIRM AN RECEIVES A CIVIC HONOUR

n Thursda 1 May 20 ·t I had the pica urc of
being pre: cnt at a ceremony, in the Town lIall in
King's L. nn. at which the hairman of Dcrsingham
Pari. h ouncil. oun illor corge Prau, wa
honoured by the Borough ouncil of King L. nn .
\ e t I orfolk by the title of Honorary Alderman of
the Borough being conferred upon him.

Thi. particular title i. be. towed on very few
people and rcpre cnts an acknowledgement by
members of the Borough ouncil that the individual
concerned has rendered eminent services to the

ouncil as a past member. but who i: not presently a
member, ther criteria which are taken into account
at the . pccial meeting which take. place to

determine who receives this honour are that the candidate . hould have held high
ollice (Mayor or Committee Chairmanship). have held omc les er office (Deputy
'1ayor ice hairman hip). have given . ome other eminent service such a. being

the nominated repre. cntativc on important out. ide bodies. and that there is
recognition across the chamber that the former Member ha: provided eminent
ervice to the ouncil by virtue of his contribution - over many years. The person

must also have no kn wn misdemeanours .
There i one thing that i. for certain. and that i. that Alderman Gcorge Pratt

meet all of these criteria and i. well
de crving of the award. for which. at
the nnual cncral Meeting of the
Der ingham Pari. h ouncil on lay
10th. he graciou sly thanked those

lembcrs of the Parish ouncil who arc
also representative. of the village at the
Borough OWl i i l, for having
nominated him. Further details of the
ceremony and a brief profile of our new

lderman is to be found on page 4 of
this magazine. .
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Editor 's Notes
I have been more or less accused of disloyalty to the village. and to its

First School in particular, by having allowed an article to appear in the
last issue, which related to lngoldisthorpe (C of E) Primary School.

Although I can sympathise with the views taken by the peop le
concerned (sec Letters to the Editor) I must take issue on one or two of the
points made. Firstly, the decision to publish was not mine alone, as I took
the precaution of asking for professional advice from the Parish Clerk,
Kim Dunford. before proceeding, and was advised that there was no reason
why I should not print the article, as it was believed that this village tell
within that school's catchment area as well as that of our own tw'o schoo ls.

Secondly, in respect of my appreciation of the two excellent schools in the village
(and I do whole-heartedly agree with our correspondents on this) I have so f:1T had a
good working relationship with the head teachers of both . and have gone out of my
way to promote their schools as much as poss ible, as I hope they will agree . As editor
of the magazine I have not had reason to restrict the amount of copy which they have
provided. so if their entry in the last issue was smaller than that of the lngoldisthorpc
school it is be..cause it was all that was supplied by them, and I must say that it was
their decision not to have separate entries in the magazine and to replace them with
one combined article. If you look back to past issues you will find that I was
allocating as much as one full page /0 eac h school in order to ensure their
promotion. If I have upset either or both of the head teachers. the School Gover nors
or parents of children at the schools then it was unintentional, and for that I
apologise, particularly as I have since been informed that promoting the school at
Ingoldisthorpc could have a negative impact on the income of both schools, another
matter of which I was unaware.

Whilst on the subject of young people, you may recallthat I published a request
in the last issue for representatives from the youth of the village to act as reporters 0 11

behalf of their peers. I also took the trouble of contacting some of the senior schools
in Il unstanton and King's Lynn in the hope that they may be able to help in this
respect. Result one person responded. her letter being contained on the Letters to
the Editor page. So impressed was I with her letter that it was raised and read out at
the April meeting of the Parish Council as a link to the potent ial to r the for mation of
a Dcrsingharn Youth Council who would act as advisors to the council on youth
affairs.

The editorial team would like to take the opportunity to thank all of you who
have made positive remarks about our publication. and to ask that you continue 10
(or if you haven 't already done so, then please start to) contribute articles for
publication. Wc would also welcome dates of forthcoming functions. meetings, etc.
for publication 111 our Events Diary, and by the way, don't forget to keep those
holiday postca rds coming. Bob n p lillg
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Alderman George Pratt
Chai rm an of Dersingham Parish Council

As reported 0 11 the cover of this issue. George Pran was presented with a meda l
to identify him as an Alderman of the Borough of King 's Lynn & Wesl Norfolk. AI
the ceremony the Leader of the Council described George as a person who has had
an incredible career in Local Government (which can be seen from his potted history
below ), and that although he had not been born in Norfolk he had always considered
hirnscl f to bea ' Norfolk boy ' .

The photograph s on the front cover show the bad ge which he received and a
moment when his daughter-in law and former Mayoress. Mrs Sue Prau, was see n
admiring it.

Alter the cere mony, at a reception in the
Stone Room at the Town Hall, Gcorgc was
reminded of his days as Mayor. when he was
approached by Ashlcy Collop ( 11) of Refflcy
who asked i f Gcorgc remem bered him.
having met him durin g his term of office .
Oco rgc did indee d remember Ashley. and
they spent so me time together d iscussing the
occasi ons on which they had met.

The well -known and popu lar Chairman of
the Parish Council was born in Hingham,
Norfolk in 1920. leaving school at the age of
I~ and working on a farm until 1940, when.
due to the 2nd World War. he was ca lled up to
serve in the Royal Anny Medical Corps
du ring the Burma Campa ign.

On his demob Gcorgc went on to nurse at Thorpe St. Andrew Hospital, Little
Plumstcad Hospital and Kellin g Sana torium. Then. following 3 years service on the
Sandringham Estate, he returned to nurs ing at the King' s Lynn Genera l Hospital.
becomi ng a Theatre Technician.

His ann y career did nut stop when he was demobbed. as he then went on tu serve
in the Territorial Anny for IQ years, eventually be ing awa rded the l ong Service
Medal. During this period Gcorgc was appo inted Adu ll Instructor to the Norfolk
Anny Cadet Force (Sandringham Detachment), be ing promoted first 10 Regimental
Sergeant Major. then receiving a commi ssion as a 2nd Lieutenant and appo inted as
Area Stall"Offi cer of No. 3 Area Anny Cadet Force. serving in this capacity for 16
years until his retireme nt after his 65'" birthday with the honorary rank of Major.

Gcorgc moved into Dersingham in 1953. joining the Parish Council on I" March
19h1, he was elected Vice-Chairman on 11'" June 196 1 10 become Chairman in May
1971 . Not content with heing concerned with Parish business. Gcorge was also a



Member of the then Docking Rural di str ict Counci l for 15 yea rs until the Borough
Co uncil of King's Lynn and West Norfolk replaced it in 1974. li e was elected as a
Norfolk. County Co uncillor from 19X5 to :!OOO, was a Borough Councillor for
Snetn..ham from 1991 to 1994, and then represented Dcrsingham as a Borough
Councillor from IIN5 to :!OO3, be ing elected Mayor of the Borough Council in 200 1
to :!OO:!.

li e has served on many Authorities and Co mmittees. both within and outside
Council, and continues to do '0 to this day , and is certainly a person who should be
congratulated for the effort he has put into the community around h im, and who is
well deseT'\'ing of the most recent achievement. that of rec eiving Aldcrrnanship of
the Bo rough.

On behalf o f all the res idents of Dersin gham , Congratulations George!

Councillor Gc orgc Prau
introduces Councillor
Michucl Langwadc. Mayor
of the Boro ugh Council.
who offici ally opened the
Dcrsingham Village Open
Day on Saturday
17 Apri l 2004

Some Useful Numbers

01553 b91:! 11. On ly use 999 in an emergency.
014X5 5-l4544
01553692333
01553613613
01553774719
An glian Water in emergency OX457 145 145
Emergency hotline oxoo I11 9'J9
Emergency number OXOO 7X3 XX3fo<
Ol55J 7td 6l 6
014X5 541465
()1553 6 Ifl2(KI (emerg ency ()1553 760(,71)
016()J 222:!22

Norfolk Police :
Community Car Scheme:
Carole Brown Health Centre:
Hospital:
Cuisens Advice Bureau
wat er:
Gas:
Electricity :
Sama ritans:
Oersingham Par ish Countil:
Kt. & WN Borough Co uncil:
Nor folk Co unty Co uncil:
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St Nlcholas Church - Derstngham

FLOWE R FESTI VAL

WE LOVE TO HEAR T HE STO RIES
2 -26 July 2004 Daily - 1tJ am to 7.30 pm.

•
Monda y 26 • 10 am III 4 pm.

MUSIC IN CIIURCH
•

CHURC H HALL
Stalls - Rattle - Refreshments . BUOK lunches with Pal Moss 0 1485 540517

•
CRAFT FAIR

Mano r Fa rm Barn
Open - W arn to 5.311 pm. Sunday _ 12 noon to 5.30 pm . Croft House Garden Open

•
SUNDAYSE RVICES

10.30 am Festival Service - Preacher: Rev. Il ugh Polloc k · 6.30 pm Songs of Praise

Coaches welcome. Free C ar Park. Proceeds to C hurch Funds

GUY PLAYFORD'S
SUI' REME CARI' ETS

THE HOME SELECTION SPECIALISTS

FREE" FREE
Underlay, Fitting . Door bars, etc. Delivery, Measuring, planning on

on ALL pattern book ranges all roll ends and stock ranges
QUALITY RUGS VINYLS

Hand Knotted Crafted Rugs QUALITY RHINO FLOOR VINYLS
Persian, Indian and Chinese LAMINATE FLOORING

100% Wool FULLY INSTALLED

SHOWROOM OPEN
MON TO FR111 am - 5 pm, SAT 10 am - 2 pm

FORESTER 'S HALL, MANOR ROAD , DERSI NGHAM

For Home Selection phone 8 am - 8 pm
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Parish Council Report
The March meeting of Dersingham Parish Council heard a presen tation about

how Brancastcr Parish Council had initiated the development of new affordable
homes in the village. These included houses to rent, shared ownership homes and
maisonettes for single people. The project had taken 2" years and had begun with a
needs survey. Only people ....'ith a connection 10 the d ose surrounding area were
eligible to live in the homes. Dcrsmgham Parish Council is now to investigate
whether a similar initiative would be helpfu l here.

Among the issues cont inuing to concern the Council arc the lack of proper bus
stop signs throughout the village and the state of the new ly resurfaced footpath in
Manor Road alongside the Pasture. The bus stop signs have been promised and the
County Council is to sweep the loose chippings from the footpa th.

The Council has formed a Holiday Activities Committee to provide summer
activities for children in the village. Volunteers who would like to help with this
should contact the Parish Clerk on 01485 541465 or c-mail DcrsI.CGi;.bun.com.

Efforts by the Parish Council to provide a temporary skateboard/B MX fac ility on
the Recreation Ground during the Easter holidays were frus trated by the weather.
However. at the time of going 10 press it was hoped that this faci lity could be
provided during the end-of-May Rank Holiday. The Council hopes that this
temporary arrangement will enable any potenti al problems to be identified prior to
consideration of the possible installation of <I perma nent facility. The Council has
agreed to consult residents before any decision is taken.

At the Council's April meet ing Mr Patrick Bellort i of 16 Stanton Road was eo
opted to fill one of two vacancies on the Council. The remaining vacancy has been
taken up by Mrs Sandy Green of Hunstanton Road. PH

Parish Council Meeting
On Monday 26 April 2004 six pupils from SI. Georges's School went to a Parish

Council Meeting at Dersingham First School.
The pupils went to hear and give ideas about the Youth Council. The Youth

Council is to let young children give their ideas about Dersingham.
The children also listened to PC Keeley who ta lked about all the crime occur ring

in Dcrsingbam. The students enjoyed thc experience of going to the Parish Council
Meeting and would like to become part of Youth Council.

Su'pllllllie Grexory and Christapher Clarke

Tree Warden
The village Tree Warden is Tony Bubb who can be contacted at 7 Centre Vale

(telephone 542(38) for advice and inform ati on
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Letters to the Editor
«ittl .\{utth t'K'.\ , Co-opted Governor of Dersingham Fir...' S ch ool ...rites: I would like
to congratul ate you 0 11 a very good edition of the March/April Village Voice. It is full
of a variety of articles whic h on the whole make very good reading . However, I do
have one com plaint. I was disappointed to sec the very small accounts of our Village
Schools co mpared with that of lngoldis thurpe. I am sure the Primary Sch ool in
tngoldisrhcrpe is good. but our schoo ls in the village are exce llent. All the staff at the
First and Nurse ry School in Saxon Way do a wonderful job. To go into the school and
sec the first class work going on in the class roo ms and the childr en 's happy faces arc
somethi ng o f wh ich the Village should be pro ud. I think the in vitation to visit
Ingold isthorpc shoul d be left to the people of lngold isthorpc and published in their
magazine.

JII'x h .HilI/ark ,,}" (a regular contributor of poetry tu I iIIax e I '(,ice) ...r;II',\·: I am a
retired teacher of English. My sincere congratulations to Tina and Simcon 01'5, Gcorge's
Schoo l for their excellent poems with some supe r imagery in April's .Village Voice ' .
Keep writing please!

Ainsley Rose Rix (axed 13) ...rites. I speak for many other teenagers and myself when
I say there is absolutely nothing interesting to do in Dersingham for our age group.
For younger children there' s the playground . and . while our age group could go to the
playgro und. all there is for us is a pair of swings and a roundabout, which is hard 10
push. Wc could go play football. cricket or tennis, but most of the girls I know don' t
have a sport y bone in their body. so we won't do that. 1know there's a Youth Club, but
it only goes up to twelve yea rs old. so teenage rs arc Jell in the da rk. Really. the only
regular social activity for our age gro up includes the Scouts and Guides. Flower
Arranging Club and the Anny Cadets . but they ' re only on spec ific days, and mostly
not at weekends. So what is a teenager to do at the weekend If they have to stay in
Dcrsingham? Sleep in; play co mp uter games all day and walk around in groups
annoying everyone else . Very lucki ly things may be looking up for us, the Par ish
Council arc hir ing skate ramps for the next halfterm to sec how it all work s. However,
skate ramps would only appeal to people who can actua lly ride a ska teboard witho ut

falling off

.1-Ir.\. A. Rumens. (J parent ofchildren at n ersinghom First UIIJ Nur,\eTJ' S{·ho,,/
writes: [ am writing to say that after read ing last month's issue [ felt a bit confused
over the aim of the Dcrsingham Village Voice. I thought it was to promote our
village and facilities. I was therefore more than surprised that you had an
advertisement for a school from another village. Is this not like Tesco's promot ing
Sainbury's? We have a brilliant school of our own and as a parent of two ch ildren
there . I cannot be more pleased with the education received there. Dcrsingham First
and Nursery School provide my children with a very high standard of educatioll. The
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Head Teacher leads highly qualified teaching staff The children learn in a warm
friendly atmosphere, where the individual needs of each chi ld is taken into
consideration. As my eldest son is now eight he has been involved with St Gcorgc's
Middle School, to make the move there in September a more relaxed one. Although
I will be sad for him to leave the first school. [ think moving to a slightly bigger
school before jo ining Smithdon when he is older will be easier 10cope with. So how
about promoting our own school and congratu lating our own brilliant hard working
teachers?

S ue Eastmore writes abo ut the Der.\·;Ilt:ltam fad Force:
Initially when the group was formed they "ere like-minded residents wanting 10

do their bit for the village, cuts, splinters and the odd bruise being par for the course.
Unfortunately the Borough Council worried about Health and Safely issues and
claims for compensation, putting a damp squib on ideas suggested to be tackled. Yet
again the Nanny State won! A meeting was called and it was decided we would still
enjoy doing the jobs, and each other's company, unofficially.

Ju ne S tepkcnson writes ;
I don't suppose you were surprised to receive rude remarks on the returned

questionnaires (p7 April issue). This always happens when anonymity is assured!
Perhaps the responders had had a trying day. Most of us, I think, enjoy browsing
through 'our' magazine. The "name and shame" suggestion did perturb me a bit.
Surely this would be counter-productive, leading to gossip, resentment, and bad
feeling generally? True, some drivers seem to feelthemselves abovc'pctry'{aws.
such as parking restrictions or speed limits. And a very few dog owners may he
irresponsible. But untidy gardens - ah! That is so subjective! As long as a garden
owner doesn't cause problems for others, (smoky bonfires, enormously high
hedges?), I believe s/hc is legally entitled to do what he/she likes with his/her
garden. And as far as tidiness goes, many people arc beginning to see that weedy,
overgrown areas arc vital to the survival of species other than ourselves. As the poet
Gerard Manlcy Hopkins wrote, over a hundred years ago; "What would the world
be, once bereft of weI and wildness? Let them be left, 0 let them be left, wildness
and wet, Long live the weeds and the wilderness yet"

The Albert Victor Bowl s Club
The Cluh would welcome any new members at a cost or £R per year
membership and a SOp rink fee. and you arc sure to be encouraged by the
minimal cost of drinks in the clubroom. For example, Carlsbcrg Lager
£ 1.RO, Tctley's Smooth £ 1.70 and Ameli's Mild for only £1.5 0 per pint.
The green opened this season at 4 pm on 17 April.
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The Shingle Pits
One of the places that we went to a lot, especially in the summer time when I was

a lad in the 50s and 60s in the village of Dersingham, was the shingle pits. Before
the great flood of 1953 there were two pits and they were called the Wolferton Pit,
which was to the South, and the Snettisham Pit, which was to the North, though they
were accessible from the lJersingham Marsh road. lJersingham has no beach as such
as the Parish boundary ends about 200 yards short of the old sea bank. Up until 1953
a fir m by the name of "Etna Sand and Shingle" worked the pits. In the flood of '53
all their dredging gear and the railway that ran around the edge of the pits was
destroyed and washed into the bottom of the pits, where it still remains to this very
day. During the Second World War a lot of the sand and shingle was taken by road to
build the runways on the aerodromes at Sculthorpe and Marham. also some would be
loaded onto barges from a small jetty and taken across the Wash to be used for the
same purpose in Lincolnshire. On wann summer nights you could get up to 50
people from the village swimming in the pits, although that was very dangerous with
all the old steelwork laying at the bottom, hut there were always some good strong
swimmers on hand. like Mr Jack Bunn and Superintende nt Mitchell, who would
sometimes walk down to the pits and have a swim before breakfast. Most of the
young boys and some girls from the village learnt to swim in these pits. ln those
days, long before the RSPB took over and the gates and fences were put up, anybody
had access to the pits and there were by far a lot more seabirds nesting down there
than there arc today, even though in those days a lot of people from the village would
gather up the eggs to take home to eat.

Queen Mary (Mary of Teck 1867-1953)
After the Second World War, from 1946 onwards, Queen Mary spent a lot of time

at Sandringham. I ler chauffeur; a Mr I lumphrics, who had just retired, came to live
in a house at the top of Lynn Road (now the hairdresser 's ). Her new chauffeur was a
chap called Frcddy Southgate, whose mother and father kept the Albert Victor Public
House in Manor Road at the time. One day word got around that in the afternoon
Queen Mary was coming down to Dersingham from Sandringham to visit Mr
ll umphrics. At the time we lived in a bungalow opposite Frcddy Waggs' Bike Shop
in Lynn Road (now car sales). My mother and I stood outside on the pavement with
lots of other visitors waiting for her to pass by. Whcn she came by she sat in the back
of the car with a vcry stem face as she did, and, as we all waved. she just raised her
hand, but did not smile. Freddy Southgatc, who was driving, waved his hand and
smiled at us all. Whcn Queen Mary got to her dest ination at the top of Lynn Road,
Frcddy stopped the car, got out and opened the door for her as was the done thing.
Then Queen Mary turned to Freddy and said" Southgetc, if you wish to keep this job
you must keep your eyes on the road and not wave to the people." In the Albert that
night Frcddy did not half get his leg pulled, and everyone kept waving to him. I
wonder why'!

The...' "r/id.", " " .,.,. , 'on lril>",.'d h~' Oick Md ,,,,, ...hom w,' ,,'i.I'h ""./1u.fier hi ,' ,.,.....,,/ iIIm·.,.I·
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HE'S A VERY GOOD FELLOWES
When the pos ters first went up around Dcrsinghurn for the Friends of St

Nicholas' Church 's first-eve r literal)' d inner, most peop le knew the guest of honour
Julian Fcllowcs only as an actor and star of the Sunday night HRC TV serial
Monarch (~rr"e Glen.

Film buffs who had enjoyed the 2002 Robcrt Altma n movie Gosford Park might
also have reca lled that it was Juliun Fellowes who won the Hollywood Oscar for Rest
Or iginal Screenplay that year. But that was all in the past. By the time the literary
dinner took place in April Julian Fellowes" fame had spread to fiction - his first
novel. Snobs. had just been published and soared straight into the bcstscllc r lists.

It was SI/ohs that Fcllowes came 10 the Sandringham Visitors Centre after Easier
to discuss with his publisher and editor, Ion Trewin , a Dcrsinghnrn resident. Afte r
dinner and. before a full house, Fcllowcs revealed that SI/ohs was not strictly
speaking his first hook. When an undergradua te at Cambridge some thirty years
before, he had written two ' historical bodice-rippers" under two pseudonyms. as
much as anything to prove that he co uld write. He then went to drama school. acted
- mainly in character parts including one lames Bond film - with his writing
concentrated on series for children 's television.

Gosford Park, he sa id, changed his life. Hollywood companies beckoned.
although he did film one more series of Mon arch efthe Glen . li e has since worked
on a new adaptation of Thackeray's classic. Vcmity Fair, a P.G. wodchousc novel.
Piccadilly Jim and also made his debut as a film director with A Itlllk Through the
Wood starring Rupert Evcrcrt. Emily Lloyd and Tom Wilkinson - all three fi lms are
due to he shown later this year.

Fellowes also ta lked abo ut his debut in the musical theatre - he has adapted the
classic Disney film Mary Poppins for the stage. to open in London' s West End this
autumn . But. as he confided 10 the Sandringham audience. the joy abou t writing the
novel S f/O h.I' was that it remains entirely his. no directors, no producers, no actors to
alter the emphas is. Only readers - and at the end of dinner the luo -strong aud ience
showed their appreciation by queuing up to buy signed cop ies of his novel. No doubt
abou t it - Snohs will be the Number One most read book in Dcrsingham this year.

For the Friends of St Nicholas' Church the event marked the tenth anniversary of
a group set up to support the village's oldest building. Some £ 1,500 was raised by
the eve ning. and the chairman. Kcith Blythe, said that he now intended that the
literary dinner would become an annual event in the Dcrsinghurn socia l calendar.

10/1 Trewin
To j oin the Friends ofSt Nicho las :Church and support Oersinghams oldest
building contact Keith 8 (1'lhl'. chairman, 0 11 01485 544866

Old cOIII//r)' saying:
Ifeach Oil/side his doorstep swept the I'iJlagl' would be clean
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The Soul of Bowls
An hur Duw (pic tured} is 84 this mon th and has a history

that is as fascinating as any book. il o ften having been
suggested that he write his autobiography, although he says
that he wo uld nOI attempt 10 do this as in it he wo uld have to
tel l the truth . and that some of what he knows and has seen is
unsuitable for th...• public domain. Having heard some of this I
tend 10 agree with him! His worki ng life sta rted as an
appren tice brick layer then as an employee of Stanton's Farm

,-====c..:=:..:=~ in Dcrsiugham during whic h time Arthur joi ned the TA.
because of whic h. hc• was called up. age d IQ. 10 se rve with the 71h Norfolk Regiment.

An hur was taken Prisoner of War in St . Valery. France . transferring 10 Posnan
for f, mon ths. late r mo ving 10 East Prussia mow Poland ) where he was billeted with
8 others and was req uired to work on a farm. at 1i~1 for the farmer. and then. when
the fanner was called up for milita ry service. for the farmc-rs wi fe. In January 1945.
approaching Russian artillery could be dist inctly heard in th...• d ista nce . and the
fann er's wi tc-. wishing In meet up with her husband. came to an arr angement with
Arthur tha t if he help....d her 10 gc1 10 Wcstphalia, she in turn wou ld assist in his
escape. Th is agreed thcy set o il' on 18 January with two horses pu lling two laden
carr iages tone dc-scribed ilSalandauj. As there would have been a problem in
passing one o f rhc major towns en route . and 10 avo id having to pass round it. they
loo k 2 days to cross rhc frozen waters o f the Bay of Danzig . By the time they arrive d
at their destinatio n they had lost both of the horses. which had d ied of starvation.
lcaving rhem 10 fi nish rhc journey on foo t. with Anhur then making his way through
nnd past enemy Iincs to arrive back in Engla nd on IR March. On his return home.
due 10 his now flu...·nt German . he was immediately transferred to the Mili tary Police
as an interprcter. being stat ion...-d in Ash Vale in Surrey. then New market. King's
Lynn and fi nally in Norwich.

Alter the war ended . Arth ur rc-tumc-d to farmi ng until he had a serious accide nt
when he was run over by his ow n trac-tor ! But a turni ng point came when the Albcrt
Victor Public House in Manor Road became ava ilable as a tenancy in IQ70 and
An hur and his wife Harbara took it OH'r. The bo wling green had bec ome unusa ble.
bUI thcy w ...-rc determined 10 reinstate it. and follow ing a lot of hard wo rk and
planning it was re-openc-d in 1971 by Inspector Burton of th.... local Police. and Paul
W:llsh of Warncy Munn Brewery the lauc r was to become thei r me ntor and guidc.
partic ula rly throu gh the period o f decimalisation . The new green was perfect . except
tin one thin g. it had only J rinks and the localleagues demand...-d that mem bers
should be ab le 10 provide 4. The cornmincc members were downhcen...-d. particularly
Stanlc y Lines and Doog (Ioodship (C lub Secretary}, but dec ided 10do some thing
about the issue . They called a meeting u]"all members of the West Norfol k L....ag ue
who had been Co unty C up winners . suggesting that a new .t -nn k league be forme d.

12
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O ut o f 15 winners attending. 8 signed up immedi ately and the Albcrt Victor 3 Rink
League was founded . There arc now 40 clubs who arc members o f the league.

Although having been very busy. Anhur and Barbara decided to tender thei r
not ice in October 11)81 as the business had become unviublc (the ir ove rheads had
risen from £26 10 £700 a week') The conse quence of this was tha t the brewery
decided to close the pub and se ll the premises. This was doomsday for the bowling
green! An offer was made by the ow ners o f lngoldisthorpc Manor to prepare and
supply a Nw, ling gree n on thei r land. but short ly a fter the green wa s ready this fell
through. ow ing to the major fire tha t look place at the Manor House . Arthur has
asked 111 1,.' to express the since rest thank s to Wolfcrt on, who allowed the club 10 play
on thei r greens from 198 1 10 l Q83. du ring which time the new green was created in
its current location on land which was uw ncd by Arthur. This green has 5 rinks one
way and 6 the other.

More recently, thanks 10 Arrh urts wife, Bar hara, the Quccn gave authorisat ion tor
a new league 10 be formed. whic h is contained within the village and is called the
Dersingham Villagc Jubilee League. IJTit14 t14

The photographs o n thc left
and bclow show the members
orthe Albcrt Victor Bowls
C lub in 1927 and IQ77.
Pcrhaps yo u recogn ise a friend
or relauvc amo ngst them and
havc a story to tell. lfso.
pl....asc write in with the dcta ils
to the Editor at the Co unci l
Offi ce in Manor Road

1977 Photograp h
Had .. Ro..' · Len RlI!'C. Dick
Melton, D oug Good ship. Gcorge
Evens. ' Bunny' Hyficld. Stanley
Lincs. Paul Fentom, Arthur Daw,
Gonion Elhs . David 1I11oh 'T. Andy
Fell

Front Ro..· - J im foreman. IIcrby
Bnnon. Mcrvyn Chapman. Peter
Nicholls, Barbara Daw, John
Emcrson Ilhe present Groundsman
311heClub)
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BU ILDING
S OC I ETY~

At the Saffron Walde n He rts & Essex Building Society we
offe r a w ide rang e of f inancia l services and mortgages. Our
highly competit ive investments and savings accounts offer
so me of the best va lue available in the high street, and ou r
expe rienced staff ca n he lp you find a mortgage package to
suit your needs.

As a regional society w e understand t he needs of local
people and are able to make a swift response to your
mqur ry,

Find us at :
Market Place, Snettisham
Te l: 01485 544434
a nd Jubilee Court, Dersing ham
Te l: 0148 5 54458 S

SUBJECT TO STATUS. WRITIEN QUOTATIONS AVAI LABLEON REQUEST.
YOUR HOME is AT RI SK IFYOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A

MORTGAGEOROTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.
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Dersingham Horticultural Society
A warm and sincere thank you to all who suppo rted the Society's coffee morning.

which was held in March, Altho ugh the attendance seemed Ics ~ than usual. this
event was nevertheless very successful raising nearly ( 100 for society funds. As
usual. the refreshments were dd icious and I f,,"C1 sure that all \\ ho ancndcd enjoyed
the relaxed atmosphere and conversation wit h friends.

~p r i l ,\I« t in:: A third visit by Bill Le Once. this lime 10 talk about his favouri te
subjec t " Roses" , An acknowledged expert in his field - his nursery's catalogue lists
some 4-10 varieties - Bill commenced by showing slides of the various I~ of rose
from rhc hum ble dog rose of our hedgerows to the gaudy, scented and d isease
res istant form s which are ava ilable today.

lie then showed us the processes by which new varieties are created from seed
obtained by crossing cultivars in order 10 obtain the best characteristics o f both
parents. From seed to plant lit for trial involves a period of time (If at least two years
and o f the hundreds o f seeds sown only about 2 or 3 per cent make the grade. the
others being rejected on criteria such as lack of scent. poor foliage o r being prone to
disease.

Onc of the processes in propagation is budd ing, which involves gra fti ng a new
bud onto a rootstoc k. This is a del icate, skilled operation and. like sheep-shearers.
"buddcrs' travel the wo rld season to ~cuson. th... most expcrt pcrfn rm ing up to 3.000
and more graft s in a day.

The other fact that Bill told us, which I found particularly intriguing, was that at
the end of thc IS'" Century the royal gardencrs in France amas.sed the largest
collection o f roses in the world and added to the collection wherever and whenever
possible. To this end gardeners were given a special dispensa tion during the
Napoleonic Wars allowing them to send specimens to France .

Bill linally dealt with the problems that beset rose gardeners in this area 
mildew. rust and black spot. Science has rec ent ly establi shed that there is no single
strain of these "diseases' but that they are constantly mutating, and strike when
plant s are under stress, usually during dry periods. His answer is:
1 Feed with a ma in course i.e : Rose food, Phostrogcn or. his favourite. Vitcx
, Water and folia feed weekly using generous quantit ies o f water boosted with

tomato feed. Sprinkling occasionally, or even dai ly, is a wast... of time and water.
3 Leave a depression in the soi l around the rootstock to prevent the dis persal of

water. H ncc cssary build a mulch ridge around the already established plant to
achieve this .

Endless facts and insight into the world o f the much 10VClIm~c from :1 true expen
prov ided an evening of hope 10 all rose growers and inte r...st to all.

For fu rther information Bill Ll'Griee Rescs have t.... n websitcs:
www.rvsebuW,lies.(" u. uk and www.roscsuk.s:o.uk

David Clark 543/H1
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GET C A S H
from you r local Post Offi ce

If you bank with
ll ARCLAYS, LLOY DS r ss or AL LIANCE & LEICEST ER

you can make FREE cas h withdrawals
simply hand your card to be swiped
key in your PIN - and get your cash

This service is now available at

DERSI NGH AM POST OFFICE

&..,. fenland (JatplUUld.NaIwwl

~- design :JWJJIr. e.ntu
The finest quality care fur must pains.

a r c h itectural s ervices stillness . inflexibility and recurring

33. lynn IkNId. OflNh~ham. k iNGS l \'PIl~
health prohlcms .
Osteopathy class ical + crania l,

PLANNING &BUILDINGREG,APPLICATIONS
ostecmyology. reflexology uromatherapy.
reiki. women' s health & wellbeing,

PHOTOCOPYINGfLAMINATING IBINDING massag e.
As keen runners wc treat injuries. Also

lel: 0 148 5 5 4320 4 accident report s and advice.

e-eaan: fenland.desip'l8SCO.ne t Gaywood Hall Drive. King 's Lynn
0 1553 76 14R4

SEMBA T RADING CO LTD
Builders' Merchants

Station Yard, Station Road. Dcrsingham. King's Lynn PE3] 6PR
l el: 01485 541394

A ll Building Materials supplied

Paving Slabs IS" x 18" from £ 1.40

Gutter ing 4 mtr £7 .15

6 rntr Underground Pipe £ 11.80

Fencing. Posts, Bricks. Blocks. Sand. Shingle. Timber. Pavcrs. PVC Sheering,

Cement. Rooti ng felt . Chicken Wire ctc
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Der singham Institute Bowl s Cl ub
The club is leased from the Queen and is part of the Sandringham Estate; it has

been in existence tin many years. It is situated next to St Nicholas Church Hall with
whom we share the car park.

A very good green keeper and various members of the club keep the club in good
condition. Wc arc a very happy and social crowd and arc involved in many of the
league matches. So if there arc any budding bowlers out there who would like to try,
please turn up on any Saturday tin a "roll-up", Anyone is welcome. with or without
bowling experience. there's always someone there to help. Wc do have some spare
bowls at the club (flat shoes only, I/O frai l/Cl's) . [f you would like further information
please contact The Secretary. Pat Tamkins 01/ 544543

hiday 11 .Jon l'
Fri da y' 2~ Junl'
Friday 9July
}'rida y' 23 J u l~

Fri d" y 6 AUl:u,t
Fri da y' 20 ,\ UI:U"

Frlday'l1 J un..
Fr ida y 25 J ..ne
Frida y 9 Ju l~'

Friday' 23 Ju l~

Fr ida y 6 AUI: U' .
Friday' 20 .\ ul:u, 1

Fixtures to come - Dersingham Institute Bowls Club
~orth Wn t.....;or folk L~a~uf-=.('al) I L.J"llQ Hru furd (~42J !.4J

Thursda ~ IOJune IIUI",anlon A"'ay " nnda y t 4 ,June Rudham
Thunday 17 June Hcacham Ex-Service Away ""nday 21 Ju ne Hcacham Social
.' I<H1 d",y 2S J unl' Hun,tanton lIonlC Thur.da~' 1 July Doc king Rail"' a)'
Thur.da ~ SJu l y' Shemh oume Home " " nd ay 12.J ol ~ OodingS...cial
Tho 1"1id a~ 1~ Jul~ Bircham Away ' 1nnday I 'I .J ol ~' Massingham

.'l o " d ", ~ 26 J uly' W"l fcrt"n Away Thur.da y' 2'1J " ly lngcldisthorpc
Th ur .day ~ Au~u,t RI"lh;IlTl Away- T hursday' 12 Au~u't Heacham ex-Se..vice
.\ l o" da y 16 A0l:0, t Hcacham Socia l Away#

C llun lry.id.' l.c ajtUI;.= C",p l; C;" rd lH' H~he r [11004.\11)
Tu..sda y' 15 Ju".. [h>cking \faTlor Aw'ly Toe. day 22 .Iun.. Old T"wn
Wed 23 June b eet, iur Aw'ly Thur.day 24 .Ju"e Atl>crt Victor
'1uc.d",y 29 J un.. Scarl<" Hu n", 'h'd 14 July- h iend' hip
Wed 21 JulY" Ing" ldi, thUlpe Aw'lY T..csday27 J ..ly Old T"w n
,\ Innd",y 2 Au~u.1 TI>"mham Away T..csday 3 AUl:u,1 Excctsior
TUl',da y 10'\ugu ,1 H"a, ham S,>cial Aw'ly· ' h 'd ISAugu ~1 Houghton

,\ tbcr Lvictor.1.l'lI\:ue_OivL l .=..r:lIp l.:_ frku in C'4.H'!~J

Clcnchwarton B Away FridaY' IS J un.. Albc rt Victor A
Ca't!cane Away f ri da y 2 J ..ly' Coach and Hors es
KingWiHiam HnnlC hida y 16 ,lul~' c,ayt<>" S<>cia l
Alhcrt Vi,tm BA Away Fri d",y 30 J uly' Wc,. Lynn A
I ng"ldi~lb<>'fIC Away h id",y 13 A0l:0" Clcncbwarton B

Albe t1 Victor A Away hid"y 27 A"I:"" Ca.ttean e
AlbrrU'il:ll1rU a:':IIl: P h :.A.=.( apt · ' h.' jll! W'a ll' f [ LS.10Q'H l

Teningl"" M,'Tl1 Iltm>c hid"y III .Ju"l' River Lane
bye }rida ~ 2 .July C,ayw""d Park B
W"" Uon New Inn Away frid ,, ~ If> July Sandrm gham B
Clcnchwanon A Home hida~' 30 J uly Watlington
RunchlTl Huhue Home } r iday· U AOI:" " Tcrrington ~1c11l

River Lane 1I0me Fri day 27 '\ 01:0" bye

· Slart 1'1. 4:; 1'''' ~Sl" rl 1'1 .•/0 1''''
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Home
llonjc

A"ay
Away
IlunlC
II"nlC
lI"n",,-

Away
Home
Away
Home
Ilome
Home s

1I0m..
Away
11t1l1>C
Home
Home
Ilome

Away
Home
Away
Away
A" ay



FEATII ERS IIOTEL
Derslngham - Norfolk

TELlFax 01485 540207
E-1\Ia i l-fea t her shotel(a~' btcIlek.c nmft~

www,t hefea t her sh01cl.ce.uk

Bring the family and enjoy the friendly service
New menus served throughout Restaurant,

Bars and Garden
Pond Garden available for special occasions

All Outside Catering and Bars provided
•

Call in or ring for menus

For a more personal approach
to Home & Contents Insurance

Call your local agent on 01760 724888

Norfolk West
23 Turb ine Way
Swaffham
PE377XD •

The feeling is NFU M utual"

NFU Mutual is a member of the Genera l Insurance Standards Council
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Dersingham Tennis Club
The Tennis Club offers membership 10 anyone who is interested in playing

friend ly tennis, but a lso to those who may aspire to playing in the North West
Norfol k League. The club is casual, friend ly, and desperately looking for new
members to play on the two fabulous flood lit co urts, which arc very underuscd . The
fate ofthese courts is in jeopardy. as the facility is not bring ing in enoug h income to
break even. causing the Sports Ground Committee to consider the future of the area.
It would be a terr ible shame for the village to lose this facility. Current ly, club nights
arc Wednesday and Thu rsday - 6 10 7.30 pm for Jun iors - 7.30 to 9 pm tor Seniors ,
although others may play in those times dependant on numbers. Sunday is also club
day - lOam to I pm - with the first I" hours being prioritiscd for Juniors. The fees
arc: Juniors £ 15: S ingle Members £20 : Couples DO : Families £40. That's for 6
months, which could he as little as 30p for an hour's tennis!

The tennis club is supporting the extremely successful mini-tennis programme
where , curremly. there arc 25 child ren enjoying coaching. Whilst there arc no
vacancies at present. we arc hoping that some of these children will continue playing
tennis into Junior Membership. For furth er informa tion contact:

Rosie Russett »- Secretary Dersingham Tennis Club - 0 1485 543/1R

Carole Brown Health Centre Patient Participation Group
By Ttnll Morris. Chai rman CBHC PPG

Over 50 patients and staff attended the April mee ting of the PPG and it was a
pleasure to have Dr M Kenny, Dr L Dco t and Mr G Dickcrson present to express
their views and to answer the queries of members. Mr Dickcrson confi r med that
progress was being made, in consu ltat ion with the Primary Care Trust. with plans to
develop new premises at Dcrsingham for the Health Centre. It is their wish that the
services available at Dcrsingham should he expanded so that procedures that would
normally mean the use of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital facilities can be co nducted
locally. A one-stop centre provid ing all the health and social carc facilit ies in one
location is the ultimate aim. The community will be provided with further
information on developments as and when it becomes available. Fo llowing a very
favourable fi nanc ial report by the treasurer, the PPG decided to allocate f 6000 of its
funds to acquire add itional equipment for the Carole Brown Health Centre. The
funds will be used 10 buy an additional Cardiac Defi brillator, an ECG Machine and a
Pulse Oximeter. These acquisitions will considerably enhance the faci lities available
10 the staff as they seck to provide us with a high standard of hc auhcare .

The PPG is gratcful to Rev Lcn Mathews for agreeing to allow future mee tings to
be held at SI Cccilia's Church. It is encouraging that the Health Centre premises arc
no longer adequa te 10 accommodate the numbers now attaining PPG meetings. Long
may it co ntinue !

The Annual Meeting of the PPG will be held at St Cccitta's Church duri ng Ju ly
on a date that will be announced in due course.
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A.S~K. FRAMES &
CIIRtSTI'A,vA 1~IBRtCS

& BU S t)S
Thi/lgs FtI' Curtains & S tlft Furnishings

Picture Framing Specia lists ItAI'E .\ IO I "I::D TO
Jfl Lynll RfJUJ. Dt>n;;n1:' ,,,m

Gifts. Ca rds. C locks, OPE,I'!.
,\ Itm W FT; 9--1 SUI.\ 9-2

Batt er'ies, Pholoframes
Halfprice [ abric all year roun d

6l Manor Rtwd
.Hul.ing-up service ut competitive rate:

Free qlllltUt;(J1U" ""J j itting service -
DERSt,vGlIAM nil obli/:ut;ons

'1'e1: 0\ 485 540292 (1 /.1855.11111 0 77-11 051897

Lynn l\C\\ S Eastern Daily Press En-fling ;\' l'\U

Your local correspondent is Sarah Crewe
~rahcrowc(ii,bIOreJlworld . r.:Olll

TcI ''Fax 014X5 S-I I% R

Red Pumps Garage
Vehicle Repair & Maintenance Specialists

• Service and Repair to ALL Makes and Models
• Class 4 MOTs - Petro l, Diesel & Cata lyst

· Brake Safety Centre
• Air Cond itioning Specialists
• Diagnostic Specialists
• All Work Guaranteed and Competitively Priced

Telephone: 01485 540458
Fax: : 01485 544417 Email: redpumps@onetel.net.uk

86 Chapel Road Ders ingham



11/1l/g., Ihit"< ,

A regular reader. who discove red it in the Autumn 2001 copy of "This England".
has submitted the following poem. which is credited to John Rcndall. who was
employed as a messenger in Australia House, London. at the time of its first known
publication around 19bO ( ,m years ago) ami hefure entry into the common r.. la rkt't! )

we' re :"int Bri ta in An~' III ()Te !

Where is the British spirit that made this country great'?
w hy are we lacking in prestige and losing fate of late'!
Why arc we just a country that only Americans adore '!

ne're j ll.I' t cl pun uf Europe - 11'(' 're 1I0 t Britain anvmore '

Who led the wor ld in shipping? who led the world ill trade?
whose Illolley was respected wherever it was made'!

Wc are no longer trusted as in the days of yore
lie 'n' just a pori of Europe - II'(' 're /lot Brita in anymore '

The position now is changing, for we no longer rule,
And 10 be proud ofbeing British is just to be a fool.

$0 join yourself tu Europe and make our nat ion sore"
II l" n' j ust a part of /~'IIIVPl' - II'(' '/'t, 1101 Rruain anvmorc'

They're altering the money that we have known for years.
To buy in dolla rs and cents near drives this man to tears.
we"H haw to drive upon the right ' ere WT)' long I' m SUTe
Jfi> 'n' just /I part o f £111"U/Je - In' 'f't' 1/01 Britain anvmore!

So farewell to all things British. trad itions old ami new,
The way of life we've known and loved, we hid them all adieu.
An insignificant little island on' the Continent's wester n shore

JJe'n.' j ust a part afEumpe - " -t' '/"(' not Britain UIIY"W/"(' !

St George Remembered
Neighbours in Chestnut Close, a tiny cui-de-sac of six bungalows off Old all

Drive, gathered for the seventh year in succession to celebrate St Georgc 's Day with
friends from other pans of the village, In a rea l community effort. for which the close
is noted, they decorated the roadside with Union and Cross of St Gcorge flags and
red and while balloons, and provided a generous lunch and wine befitting the
oc casion. As it was a perfect !>unny day, the gathering filled the bad ; lawn of number
five,

The vicar, the Rev Ron Elvcrson. who had earlier conducted a special St Gcorge's
Day lIoly Communion service in the parish church, was among the guests. li e gave u
short talk 0 11 the significance of England's much-neglected patron saint, who "The
Chcstnuucr s" feel is worth honouring evcl)' ::!3 April,
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M F Refrigeration 5lj
~e;,£ P~Domestic Refrigeration Specialists

/ O~ Home 0(, \l\
Fridges, freezers and fridg e/freezers I I~ ,...~ Maintenance() ::i,l

anO
Mended, bough t and sold Build ing

Services

01485541539 Telephone : 01485 543806

M J SYSTEMS Carpet &
BURGLAR A LA RM S Upholstery Clean ing

l ooking for security?
Call for a quote on your suitethen call us now

for your free estimate
Burg lar alarm in stallations Clean Tech

CCTV & Door Entry
A ll work guaranteed
Tel: 01485 544215 or

0771 1959183 01485609223
Don't delay - Call us today ! 07746 833228

CARLTON'S SOLID FUE L
SMO KELESS & OPEN FIR E FUELS

APPROVED COA L MERCIIANT
GREAT MASSING IIA M

QUALITY FUELS
DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

NEXT DAY DELI VERY IF REQUIRED

FOR A QUOT E OR TO ORDER
T EL: OI.aS5 520637 o r 07780 776576
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Rogue Telephone Callers
At the April meeting o f the Par ish Counc il atten tion was drawn to the fact that

ma ny people have been ' conned ' by g iving infonnation on the telephone to
unso licited callers. Police advice is that you should NE VE R give any personal
details to anyone whu ma)' r ing you . NO BANK will ever contact you to req uest
yo ur name . address. acc ount number. PIN. password. etc . and if you are asked for
th ese by somebody' who has ca lled you. do not give this information! Many or those
who haw fallen for th is approach have discovered later that thei r bank acc ounts have
bee n raid ed , ofte n finding tha t they have lost the bulk of their life savi ngs . If you 00
rec eive such a call it is advisable to not ify the Police.

Street lighti ng in th e Village
The Pari sh Council have bee n unde naking a survey of the street lighting around

the village and are ill the process of undertak ing necessary repairs. ere.. Having said
this, it "..ould be greatly appreciated if you could repo rt any damage to the light
fi ttings, or when yo u noti ce an y particular lamp whi ch is not wor king. Any
comments. giving the location of the post in question. shoul d be notified to the
Parish Clerk o n 541465 .

Norfolk Constabulary
Western Mobile Police Station

Staffed by Public Enquiry Offi cers Linda Fordcr , Peter Duncan and PC
Christopher Howes , the Mobile Pol ice Station will be stationed in Budgcns car park
on the

IX Jun e, betw ee n th e hours of 10.110 a m and 12 noon.
Se rv ices include; Ad vice. Crime recordi ng, Informat ion, Lost and found pro perty.

C rime prevention advic e 311d litera ture and Liaison with community groups.
Use ful contact te lephone numbers are;

Crimestoppcrs : 0800 555111 and Norfolk Constabulary : 01953 424242

Carpet Bowls
Don't be a Couch Potato

A Carpet Bowls C lub is being started on Tuesday Nights from 7 pill till 9 pm at
the Community Centre in Dersin gham .

A co ffee evening is planned for Tuesday 15 June so that you can come along,
have coffee and watch the game being played. You can also try it out for yourself.
There are no restrictions • anyone can play.

The club will start up on Tue sday 29 June.

For f urther information contact A/an (lJ.I!l5 j 44XXJ Angt'io O/4Xj 54 /3 97
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Sandringh am View . What's in a Name?
KERRICH CLOSE

SA) tl: f. I. KERRI CI I was rector ofSt Nicholas Church from 1729 to 176S.
being one of three members of the Kcrrich family to have served in this post during
the l xth and l vth century, and :111 of whom are buried in the chancel of the church.

Samuel' s son. Thomas, is noted for the fact that he was a watercolour artist
whose sketch of the font in the church [held with others in the British Museum} was
used when it became nec essary 10 restore the IOn!.

Further details of the family can be found in the Dcrsmgham Reference Library
(on rcquesu in a hook entitled ..Note-s on the History of Dersingharn". which were
contributed 10 the Parish Magazine by W M t.ewis M1A, who was the vicar of
Dersingham from 19 10 10 192.\ , and whose notes were brought together in a
typewritten manuscript in 1937. This is a fascinating book which offers an absorbing
insight into the history of the village and its church. and includes many items such
as extracts from wills and accounts during the period which was researchc-d.

THE WEST NORFOLK CARERS PROJECT
"'THINKING OF YOU"

OUR AIM tS TO CONTACT. TALK WITH AND IMPROVE THE HEALTH AND QUALrTYOF LIFE
FOR CARERS tN WEST NORFOLK

IN WEST NORFOLK WE KEE PIN TOUCH WITH CARERS IN THE FOLlOWtNG WAYS:
Regular Newsletters Vis its 10 Rural Commu niti es in West
Home Visits Norlo lk
Carers Groups
Provid e Trai ni ng in Speciali sed Skills Breaks through 5OI:ial Acti vit ie.
Weekly CoNe. Shop
Weekly Complementary Therapy Sessi ons Providing a Poinl 01Conta ct 10 Answer
Carers Forum Queries

IF WE CAN HELP YOU PLEASE GIVE USA CALL AT:
The Deaf Cent re, Railway Road, Kin g '. Lynn

Telephone: 01553 768155 Ja ne Evan s - e a-ere Co-ord inator

SI Nlcbotas C hurch
Derslugham

Proudly Present

T he Phoenix Singers
Saturday June 12th 7.30 p m

With Buffet Suppe r
Tickets £4.00 from Members of the Social Committee

I
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Young People of Dersingham-
We know you are there and we want to hear from you!

Arc ~tlU 1I ~l'd 11 10 IR?

Would ~ou hkc to nave a :'I1I~ in what happen s in nenin~ham?

11 would help with future p lans fo r Dersingbam if you eould take the time 10 answer a
few question s.

Where do you go for fun/leisure-sports activities'!

What should be prov ided for yo ung people in Dcrsingham?

How old are you? Are yo u male/female?"
(· P1ease delete as oppropriare.)

Wo uld yo u like to be involv ed in the dec ision making process in Dcrsingham"

If you arc interested. please let us have your name and address. and a contact telepho ne
num ber. These details will only be used for the purposes o f the questionnaire and to
arrange a meeting for the young people who express an intcrc..t in forming a Youth
Group in Dersi ngharn .

Name

Address _

Contac t Telephone Number

Please return completed forms to : The Parish Counci l Offi ce. Manor Ro ad. Dersingham.
If you have any q uer ies on the content of this questionnaire. please telephone Sue
Paync, Chair. Strategic Develo pment Co mmittee. 0 11 54053X
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The War of the Shrub s
The big blousy purple flowers of Rhododendron ponticum make a colourful

disp lay in our local woods in the early summer. They arc not a British native plant
and arc found in the wild arou nd rhc Black Sea with isolated popularions in Ibcria.
They were introduccd to largc estate s in this country from Spain or Portugal 111 the
late eightccnth cen tury for ornamentation or, more rceently. game cover. 11 could be
claimcd that they arc merely re-colonizing old habitats because analysis of prc-glacial
pollen from Ireland ha.~ shown that they were found there between thirty and forty
thousand years ago. Unfortunately, they arc far from innocuous members of our 110rn
and should be seen as aggress ive thugs rather Ihan exotic beautic'S. They are
particularly troublesome on some ofour richest wildlife sites such as the heath and
bog of the Dcrsingham Nature Reserve . Rlme/oe/t'IIe/mll ponticum grows well on the
impoverished acidic soils ofthe reserve because the roots are supplied with extra
nutrients by symbiotic fungal mycorrhizac normally ussocia tc'd with their ericaccous
cousins the heathe rs. Heathers arc a major pan of heathland habitats and provide a
plentiful source of this fungus for the invading rhododendrons. The main threat to
wildlife comes from the shading effect of the dense stands that can soon destroy the
diverse heath and bog ecosystems. Shading is not the only weapon in their armuury
bec ause the plants also produce poisons tphenots in the huds 10 discourage
invertebrates and dctcrpenes in the leaves 10 ward off herbivores]. There is a human
illness that goes by the gloriou s name of ' Mild Honey Disease ' (a short term cardiac
and intestinal condition rarely fatal} caused by eating honey produced from
rhododendron flowers. This illness was first recorded nea rly two and a half thousand
years ago - worth considering if you keep honeybees in the village. 11 is also believed
that the toxins actually poison rhc ground and can prevent other plants from growing
even after the rhududendrons arc removed. The spread of Rhododendron ponticum
accelerated with the decline of the large country estates and the loss of staff to control
them following the First World War. Killing rhododendrons is not easy, as any of the
Dersingham residents who have been involved in the backbreaking ' slash and bum'
days on the reserve can test ify. New growth M)(lI1 sprouts up after the rhododendrons
have been cut down. The use of powerful herbicides is the only sure way of killing
them and even then complete coverage is required and the chemica l nee ds specia l
additi ves to break through the tough waxy coating of the leaves .

In the interest of balance, I should end by saying something nice about
Rhododl'mln.m ponticum. particularly since complete eradication is unlikely. The
local rhododendrons by the roadside do not do much harm and actually provide a
home for more foreign imports . some spectacularly colourc-d golden pheasants. These
shy birds arc always il treat to sec and it would be a shame if they wen: to become
homeless.

Perhaps the IesMJIlIO be learnt from this laic is thal bcauufulflnwers aren' t
always good and toxic chemicals aren' t always bad. David Bingham

,.
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VILLAGE VOI CE HOLI DAY PRIZE COMPETITION
" reminder t hat ) 'OU ca n " in 11 prtze for sendill~ 11 hol id ll) postcard

You hav e t he oppcrtun tty rc "in one crmree pri zes don ated b)' local bu stn esces.
A £20 voucher for a meal for two ut the Feathers HOld will go the person who

sends to the Editor wha t is considered by the Judges to be the most RORI~G
postcard of the seaso n! The runner-up will .... in a box of chocolates supplied by
Dcrs ingharn Post Office . A [1 0 voucher 10 use at Thaxtcrs Garden Centre will go to
the sender o f the postcard which is judged to be Sl.."I1t from the furthest poin t from
Dersingham . Entries should be add res sed 10 Village Voice Postcard Comperuion.
Parish Co uncil Offi ce. The Pol ice Sta tion. Manor Road. Dcrsingham PE3 1 6l H 10
arri ve by Wednesday 8th Sep tembe r :!~. Winners will be announced in Issue 30
da ted 131h October. It has been arranged that all the en tries will be dis played ar the
l.ih rary fol lowing the se lec tion of the winners.

Garden s o pe n for charity
THE NATIONAL GARD ENS SCHEME

Garde n Open

Woodwynd, 6 Dodds 1Ii11 Road , Dcrslngh am
Sunday 25 Ju ly - 11 am to 5 pili

Admission £2.50 - Children Free (Share 10 Tapping House Hospice)
l ight refre shments and teas - No dogs - Plants - Wheelchair access

..."",n g.~ (lrg. uk - Reg CharilyNo: 2N2~"

He O n th e Lookout
S U;\I\U:R ,,'AYR .: & ( ;ARD. ::'Ii SIIOW

PARK 1I0 USE SANORI:'\GIlA \ 1
SUr-.; OAY 11 JU LY 2OCMi07

Park I louse at Sandringham will he opening the house and gardens to everyone
for the ir Annual Summer Fayrc & Garden Show on Sunday 11 July. from 2.00 pm

Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy a good fun aft ernoon fo r allthe fam ily.
all ages . Side sta lls. Tom bola. Ga mes (and Prizes), a St reet Or gan. Sandringham
Fire Engine (and crewl}, a Display Team from King 's Lyn n Gym Club, and a
Refreshment Tent arc all lined up - with more to be organi sed .

E.V,,·dulJ)' I"' children u nder 11 )'t'un
A Garden Show is be ing run jointly with two loc al schoo ls, Anyone interested in

further detai ls of this for their children or grandchil dren should contact l oma Dady
al Park House.

Look out for further news later ill June, There wi ll he posters 0 11 notice boards
and shops everywhere in the village .

01"y uu ca n ('fm /lIct Reception lit Park !lOIl.H' hy ringing ( (}J 485) 543(J(}(J.
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TI lE WII EATSIIEAF 1:'\:"
5lyoo Road . Heacham, King"s Lyon. Nor1olk. PE31 7HJ

TeLiFaJ(: 01485570282

Freehouse PI'opoelofs :Anlhony & Stella Gooch

• Freshly cooked food ava ilable all day
• Last food orders:

Mon-Sal 11.30 pm and Sun 10.30 pm
• A la Carte Restaura nt and quality wine list

• Garden and bar food available ""'--'-~~ij~~~~
• MOI"ning coffee and afternoon leas ____

• Function Room bookings for both pnvate and corporate events (including garden
areas)

• Suntrap beer garden and play area (rea r)

• Most crediUdebit cards acce pted and cash back available on debit cards

SU M :\l ER OPENI:>;( i
(S'll rt~ Ha.rc" WI't'1.", ,,I)
SUN: 12 noon - HUll pm

MO:'>l · SAT: I1 am - 11 pm

WINTER OPE!\ ING
(Slu,1.\ I JUnlIQr]' )

Telephone for cllnfimwliull

Gary Rushmore Flooring

\VI' IUHo'I' ' I 11Ir~l· n t lll-!.l" nl" ca r p ..· , .~ \-ill~ 1

sa.np h.'S

'1up("rh '1....{'C'. ion ur rull {' 11t h. Inals."'
run n ers

fi rt' .., lI1(' alOurin l:, & l·s l inu. h .· .... " ilhuul
nhl iJ:;llioll

1·l c ;'M..• 'hi ' o u r ... h O"rUUnl a l ~~ SI I,lion H t;
Ih.'lu: h an.

:\1 011 I n S :11 (cln...in~ 1.00 lun In 2 , ll n (1nl

lunchlin. .. .. a n d a ll tla). \\' .. dn e ...d a ). )
ll r ca ll (;lU"~- Hushlllor..

T c 1 (J 14H~ 5 722112 o r U7H9 9 7 94262
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A Bit of a Scorcher
hy Did< Me/ltm ,,(SWlnl' I/WIn.!'

Phill ip (Joe) Painter was not a tall man, about 5 1'001 four. stocky, with a weather
beaten face, he lived with his wi fe, Ed na. and family. just afte r the Second World
War, in the end cottage of four called Pleasant Place, right next to the open co mmon
in Lynn Road. Dersingham.

Joc was a real handyman, bricklaye r, plumber, carpen ter and, most of all.
chimney sweep. li e swe pt the ch imneys at Sandringbam House. all 365 of them, and
every day he could be seen from dawn to dusk going around the village with his tools
and brushes . going off to do a jo b for someone.

Joe had a very long garden. aOOUl 80 yards long. each side of the path he grew
the largest pansie s you had ever seen. If you said 10 him "how do you grow them like
that'?" he would say "Soot!" In a shed in his garden he kepi a collection of over 300
goe'ts unders (s ic) (cham ber pOIS), But the thing that Joe was most famou s for were
his terri fic bonfires on the 5 Novembe r.

Joc would start to buil d his bonfire at the top end of his garden j ust after Easier ,
his recipe for success was o ld rubber lyres, opposite Joe's house was Eric Hyner"s
Garage, so Eric wou ld let him have all his old tyres , and by the time the big night
gOI here the bonfire woul d be huge, taking up the whole of the top end of Joe's
garden. Once it was alight it could be see n everywhere and people would come from
all over the village to look at it. Of course us boys knew what would eventually
happen, a spark from the tire would set light to the common! The fire briga de, which
had its station in Miss Mann's old barn at the top of Heath Road , wou ld be called,
but first they would stop at Joc's and have a eup of lea (or something"]. then they
wou ld set 10 and put the lire out in the common.

On mos t bon fire nights the wind wou ld be from the North. keepi ng the flames
away from the house s, bu t I remember one year the wind was blowing from the
South. and whe n Joe got up next morning the heat from the tire had put a crack in
his outside wall from top to bo ttom, but this did not worry Joc . when he go t time he
filled the crac k in with cemen t, shingle -dashed over it, and it loo ked quite nice.

Over the years we had a lot of fires on the com mon. fen and ' shut-up' common,
but that's another story.

SAMARITAI"S
Whal is the difference between YOU and a Samaritan?

About 4 hours a wee k,

VOL UNTEERS WAN TEll

To find out more abo ut us please ring 0 1553 7616 16
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Burrelis.

Cha rtered Taxation Advhers
Chartered Accountants

Chartered Certified Accountants
Registered Auditors

We are a local firm specialisingintJlU.iOD and financial matters
for individuals and families

Jubilee Ilcusc, Jubilee Court, Dersingham, PE31 611 11

TeI: (OI.u<5) 5.0295
Fax: (01.85) 5·U469

E·~biI: ad\iccii'hu r rells.demon.cn.uk

VEHICLE R EP,ltn & M AINTENANCE S ERVICES

• C ARS . LIGHT CoMMERCIALS . M OTOR C YCLES .

~ MOT TEST C ENTRE rJJ:J
I m A!JIlloved bytileM"lstry of Tran, pOl I =- ~............... -_..



ST GEORGE'S SCHOOL NEWS
In September SI George 's will become a junior school and its new name will

officially be Dersm gham SI Geo rge's (CE) Junior School. Although we will be sorry
to lose our year 7 pupils and will miss all tha t they have con tributed to the life of the
schoo l we are exc ited at the prospect of becoming a junior schoo l and adm itt ing year
3 pupils.

The schoo l at present is a hive of activity getting ready for September with
classrooms be ing dec orated. carpeted and new furniture and resources being
purchased . The teachers are wel l ahead with planning the cu rriculum for our New
Year group. Policies and strategies are be ing reviewed so that everyth ing will be
ready for September.

Th is term in school is always a busy one with examinations. spo rts activities ,
creative art s day. sponsored walk. science theatre in school, visits. a summer musica l
performance and much more . Parents are invited to join us for many of these events
and arc sent informa tion in the monthly newsletter. Parents and the local community
are invited to jo in us at our annua l end of ter mcelebration. Midsummer Madness, on
Monday 12 July starting at 6.3tlpm, when the ch ildren will be singing, dancing and
perfo rming in a talent show. The re will be a barbeque. a boun cy castle and many
stalls. This is always a vel')' popu lar family event .

Dat es from SI Geor~t'·s

7 July yea r () pupils visit Smithdon
7 Ju ly year 2 and 3 pupils visit St Gccrge 's
R Ju ly year 7 pupils visit Snuthdou
16 July schoo l closes for the summer holiday

Sandringham Lodge No 10499
KinJ:: ' s Lynn & Distl'"ict Prus jnce

Ro~" al Anh,.d ilu \·ia n O ...de r of Uuffaloes
On Tuesday evening 20 April 2004, at the Community Centre, Dcrsingham ,

King 's Lyon, the members of the Sandringham Lodge of the King's Lynn & District
Province, led by Bro ' Ken Conlcy ROH (one of the founder mem bers of the lodge )
present ed £634 to the Norfolk & Norw ich Association fo r the blind repre sented by
Mrs Jean Thom as and Mrs Sue Bird. The majority of the money was raised by
wcekly don ations by the lodge members over the previous six months . Th is is a
wondcrful effort by all concerned . since the average membership of the lodge is only
seven per meeting, New members are a lways welcome and can male enquiries by
contacting Alan Hrid~t's 011 O/4R5 54/3 M .

The next full Parish Council Meeting will be held
on Mond ay 2R June in First and Nursery Schoo l at 7pm
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BROADBAND
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Dark Side Technologies Ltd
Unll 4 , Hill House Farm, Nh ll Roed. Denlngham, Norfolk, PE31 6H Y
rei: 01••5 5-«546 h.; MJ96.4 Ema ll; ....... d1-I.co.uk . _ .k -l.co.uk

I
I-=~T- ,......,....-..-

.c.. -Wesl.NQ.~~.~8foocblnd

• Vf!fY High Speed - up 104 time s faslet downlood lllg than normal
ADSl. Broodbond ond 40 times foslet tho ro modem,
Seodir"lg speed up 1012times Iosler lharo AOSl.

• 20 rnb web hosting. • 20 mb emoll sccce 110 boxes)
• ~ .mOII AnI' Virus PJofedion ond f wewol$ proW:ied
. low cos l~ prcMded loca lly,

WNCB.net
Unit 4. HII~ For""
Mil Rood. DerWJghom.

NorloIk.. PE316HY
Tel: 01.85 5.40011 km<: 5 043964

_ .wncb.net

Roya l Sa ndringha m Esta te Sawmill
Sandringham Sawmill . Sandringham, Norfo lk

e e. e e •••••••••••••••••••••••
• •• •• RAI'G E OF III GII Q UA LITY •

: 45 mm T II IC K LOG CARI1'iS :
• ID EAl. FOR ANY BACK GA RIlEI' •• •
• •• •••••••• •••• • •• •••••••••• ••••

DECKING TAULE & CHAIRS BIRD TABLES TR ELLIS
PAN ELS FLOW ER BOXES LOG ROLLS GATES

ALL TIMn ERS AR E PRESSURE TREATED

WE ALSO SELL:

FENCING PANELS RUSTIC POLES ARCHES MACHI NED POLES

0I-lM5 5-136-11 FAX 0 1-185 5-13239
OPE:\, 0730 CLOSE 16()() IIRS SAT OROO CLOSE I ~O() IIRS
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Driving for the Heacham & District Community Car Schem e
M Mann describes what is entailed as a volun teer driver for the Community Ca r

Scheme:
As one of a team ofdrivers, I may be contacted once or perhaps several times a

week. aski ng whether I am ava ilable at a part icula r lime and date , 10 provide
transport . I always have the right to say yes or no, accord ing 10 what suits me. In fact
I frequently say no! However when I have time to spare , I volunteer happi ly and
surprise. surprise, helpi ng someone IS rewa rding and at lime s fun!'

This is the strength of the scheme. the dr ivers only work when convenient 10
them. Provided there arc enough of us, the co-ordinator on duty will almost always
find a driver that is available . Trave l arrangements arc normally agre ed only up to
24 hours ahead. so we do not have to com mit 10 ' days ' in advance and we arc paid
expenses. Why don't you join"? You never know when the need mig ht be yours and
nol someone else 's! 111(' (!Uic£' telephone number is OUN5 544544

"What's On" for children this summer
at Dersingharn Library?

Thi s year's Summer Readin g Ga me Theme
is the " Read ing Roll ercoastcr". so watch out
for the spcc lal th em ed events.

Children can collect stickers for their
special game folders, as they read books
throughout the summer. As always the aim of
the promotion is to encourage children to
read and 10 have fun. Last year 9'J ch ildren
look pan in the game , and this yea r we want
10 beat that figure!

Storyumes will be held on 5 August. 2.30
10 3.30 pm ami on 26 August from 2.30 to
3.30pm. Under 7s must be accompanied by an
adult.

JJ
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New s from the First and Nursery School
There arc lots of \ cry special things happening this term for our children. Our

Year J children have just had a super time at 110"'· Hill Field Study Centre on the
Broads where they had the opportunity to learn about the environment. the
traditional Norfolk crafts of thatching , reed cutting and weaving and enjoy time
away together. Our Year 2 children visited Houghton lIall Education Centre as they
too k pan in a new environmental project there and our Year I children have enjoyed
a day of arts and crafts connected to animals. which was totsof fun. Our younger
children visited Park Far m, Pets at Home and Dinosaur World as pan of their topic
work. There arc also a number of specialthings planned for our Year 2 and J
children in prepa ration for their transfer to their new school in September. It's good
to work so closely with St Gcorge's School tu male their transfer a success ful and
seam less one. Congratulations goes to Harry Sunon "'00 designed our new school
logo ready for when we become Dersingham Infant and Nursery School in
September and 10 our five runners up too. Watch out for the new logo on our schoo l
sweatshirts . it is a lovely logo depicting our children enjoying the environment with
their friends. ladie AUHill. I/eat/teacher

Dersingham Junior Flower Club
Our Junior Flower Club recen tly entered the East of England Area Assoc iation of

f lower Arranging celebration - "50 Golden Years" at a flower show held at
Newmarket.

The res ults were extremely good with K-- 12 ~ E'ars Go ld A,,,ud to lIannah
Redwood and Ih,..t in C ia .... Silver Cha rjoue Reeve. Gcorgina Mulligan, Cha rlotte
Boughen. Bron#(' Fermclla Thom pson, Page Havers. Madelaine Hed ges Special
vtentton Laylar Holland. Enul y 1I0h. Oli..-ia Hed ges. Bcthany Perry. Charlotte Dady.

Cla..s 12·1 6 years Siln r Jasmine Boughcn. They entered a decorated fan that
had 10 be made from card and decorated with natura l plant material in the form of a
collage. lIa nnah Redwood was awarded a cup 10 be held for I Year. The collages
were on show at the Parish Counc il Open Day in April.

An nual Par ish Meeting
A balmy evening did nothing to attem pt the residents of Dersingham from their

homes to attend the Annual Parish ~kcting hd d at St Cec ilia's Church on 17 May.
Keeping company with 15 members of the Parish. Borough and County Cou ncils
were j ust a members of the public who received reports from allthe council
Committees. Dersingham United Charities and an update on the Village Plan.
Questions asked and answered included the subjects of: the Churchyard upkeep .
waste disposal, uncompleted works by the County Coun cil andthe progress of the
Village wcbslte. The poor attendance suggests that the vast major ity of reside-nts are
completely satisfied with the performance of the Parish Council.

.' 8
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Personality Profile
I read with interest the feedback from the Village voice

ques tionnaire and noticed that someone said they would like to
see more articles about village ' personalities' for example school
sta ff Well, although I wouldn 't call myscl f a ' village personality '
I thought I would respond to that req uest and start the ball rolling
by offering a pen portrait of myself with the hope that others may
follow suit in future ed itions.

I have been Hcadtcachcr of Dcrsin gbam First and Nursery
School since September 200 I, a job that I am thoroughly

enjoying. Prior to com ing to this village I was Hcadtcachcr of Thc Norman Church of
England Primary School in Northwuld for six years . I have always wanted to be a
teacher ever since the day I started school at the age of five when I first saw the
inside of my teacher 's stock cu pboard and I have been fascinated with stock
cupboards ever since! I have been a qualified teacher for 30 yea rs but took an eight
year career break when my two daughters were born . They are now in their mid
twenties and have Flown the nest. but bo th live in Norfolk so we sec them regularly
which is lovely.

My job takes a huge amount of my time but I strive hard to maintain a health y
work/life balance and have always encouraged my colleagues and the children to do
the same. My largest ou t of schoo l com mitment is in my work co nnected to the
church as a Christian . I am a Method ist Local Preacher and regularly take services in
the King 's Lynn Circuit and indeed have also taken a service at Dersinghnm
Methodist Chapel too. I am the Christian Aid co-ordinator for my church and also
work on the Out rcach and Fund Raising Com mittees. I keep physically fit by
exploring the cycle paths of the area and getting up 10 1" an early morning walk before
school. well most days! I enjoy read ing travel and local history books. doing
crossword puzzl es and collecting old education books especi ally Janct and John
read ing books. I am a member of the Eddie Stobart Fan Club, which involves logging
vehicle names and number plates and visiting depots to watch lorries being washed
and repaired! Sad. I know! To my knowledge there is only one other Eddic Stobart
fan in the village, but maybe there arc more! I also enjoy holidays off the beaten track
in the remoter areas of Britain especia lly the Scottish islands.

My philosophy both in teaching and in other areas of my life is that 'only the
best will do ' and I strive hard to maintain that standard in my personal and
professional life. It' s a joy to lead the team at Dersingham First and Nursery School
as we foc us on giving the children the best possible start to the ir education and to
make this village schoo l a place to be proud of. A specialthank you to all those who
give of their time and talents to support everyth ing wc do, it is much appreciated.

Jackie Austin Heudteacher (~rDers ingham First mu! Nursery School
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DERSINGHAM MOTOR GROUP
Richard Fa r row

Offe ring all aspects of serv ice to the car owner
Car S ul.,.\ - S "rI ·j('inx - Repair) - 8 mly Rl.'puir.~ - MOTS - Tyres - ExhuIHt\' ·Hutff'rif.',~

New and Used Car Pans for All Models Car Collection/Delivery Service

Hill House Farm, Mill Road. Dcrsingham. King 's Lynn PE3 1 6HY
TcI : lII4 M5 5435 43 Partsline: lII4M5 54l14l1l1

E-rnail:dcrsmotors@aol.com

June Stcp hcnson asks me tu
point out an important
omission in her recipe fur
Oatmeal Porridge in the April
issue which was that the
oatmea l should ne SOAKED
OVERI\IGHT IN THE
LIQUID. othe rwise the result
will be inedi ble!

(DrVi3lti<lll O~iffiIr ti
PC TRAINING & PA SERVICES

5 Ly"" Road , .....acham, Norfol k, Pel t 7HU

Mobile : 0 7788 645157
Erne,l ; nell/l .QI)OChO"lrgin./lII!C

Is the computer age Ie8ving you behind? No matter
how oldyou are it is never 100 late to learn• whether
you are 8 complete beginner or leamer-improver.
Flexible times arranged to suit for personal tuitiooOIl

your owncomputer!

11

Carpet-Fitting-Service
SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY

CARPETS AND UNDERLAYS

TEL JOHN TAYLOR
01485 544419

or 07889 403878

New Top Brand Name Computers
and Accessories

In-Car GPS Navigation Systems
Upgrades and Repairs

Intemet and Email
Convenient Home Visits

Tel: 01485 520905
Mob: 07714465076

HOME SELECTION SERVICE
Esl lmat lng . Planning &. FiUing Service
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A love Affair With Norfolk
f" l..rie Goo d ' el l © ]OO]!)

It must be nearly thirty years since I emigrated from Kent to Norfol k. and yet I
still fed as if I am on holiday. It is such a wonder ful county and I never fail to
appreciate the ordered fannl and. I love 10 watch a plough turn ing the land, which
gleam s black and wet in the wintry sun. Scores of gulls wheel and dive into the neat
furrows. screech ing joyfully as they plunder. I still fed excitement at the ti rst
glimpse of the sea as I drive into Hunstanton. but the biggest thrill of all is to hear
the honking of geese which announce the imminent arr ival of wobbling skein, a ft er
skein of birds - sometimes in their lens of thousands - as they fly home acro ss the
vast and amazi ng sunset skies. Every time I hear their sound, I rush out to watch,
always feel ings tingles of awe, and wonder how men can shoot them.

We had been informed by a southemiscd Norfolk man prior to our move that we
would not be welcomed and never be accepted. so I was prepared for hostility. At
flrsr. we received polite reserve, which lasted a few weeks until suddenly, g ills were
left on our wall . smiles, and huge warmth, were wrapped around us. I have never
known such kindness in my life and it never slops. Our ti rst home was an old
carrsrouc property at the back of Sncuisham quarry - a place lost in time. Part of the
old works of the quarry - gone now - had become overgrown and the cli ffs
(wonderful illicit climbs for the children) hung garlanded with flowers. wh ile
tangled ivy dripped from gnarled trees . It was a magical place where we were sure
elfin folk lived, so left out saucers of cream just in case . Once. Billy, our neighbour 's
goat, slipped otT the edge of the wood ed cliff and dang led on his chain overnight.
After his rescue . he carried on browsing, as if his dive into the abyss was par for the
course, his weird devil eyes searching for succulcnts. his stench rank in the midst of
the fairy glade. In the village stood a large chestnut tree. under which each day a
number of cheery Nor folk centenarians lay recumben t in their ancient bath chairs 
the kind with the curved iron stick up the middle . They ' oohcd ' and ' uhhcd'. in
accents I co uldn' t understand. while they watc hed the ebb and tlow of village life
around them. Their cack les were muted by the stretch of chestnut leaves shading
them from the hot noon sun.

When I went to order some coal, I was ushered into a minisculc kitchen. to be
confronted by a surreal cameo: Propped up hy pillows, sal 'Granddad ' - well ove r a
hundre-d - in his cast iron bed that was wedged in between an ancient 'b utler 's' sink
and an equally archaic coo ker. He grinned toothlessly at me. keen for flirtation. and I
obliged. delighted to he part of this lost-in-time scenario. This was the first of many
a fr iendship with old sages, who rega led me with fascinating stories of their
childhood and country lore. lost now to modern living. Nowadays real longevity in
these parts does nOI seem so common - pollut ion taking its toll, I guess. I have a
love affair with Norfol k. which to me is gentle . kind and always beautiful. with
constant surprise up its colourful sleeve. I believe this essence will always remain.
whatever else time mav change.
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Not So Boring After All
hy Kathy Jordan ,0 6 May }(W4

"Oh! It' s all so !lat and boring".
Outsiders often say,

But Norfolk has such hidden heights.
To take your breath away.

From ' Beeston Bump' at Shcringham,
View rorpy fields galore.

Or climb Dodds Hill at Dcrsingham.
To watch the wash's shore.

The sunsets there go unsurpassed,
With Sandringham below.

There's much to please the visitor 
A craft or country show.

From the Wind Turbine at Swaffh am.
Survey superb terrai n.

Soon from Yarmouth 's Nelson's Column."
Sec silver sands again.

The gentle slopes of'Pcddar's Way,
C m have great impact too.

Like wildlife tilled salt marshes near.
Scasldes with lots to do.

A scenic boat trip on the Broads 
How horizontal's that?

For those old peat ' digs' ooze wonders.
To make you "cut your hat'!

Think all those drab and dreary still'!
(And I' ve only named a few).

Well then you' re the one that' s boring,
So good riddance now to you!l!

• I used to cl imb Nelson 's Column at Great Yarmouth as a child. on holidays from
Northamptonshire, and the views were outstanding. I believe the column is to be restored with
Heritage Lottery money, so hopefully everyone will he able to enjoy this uplifting experience.
Every place. anywhere. has much of interest. i f only you dig below the surface.
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Green ish Fingers' Garden Notebook
On 17 March I planted my first early pota toes through black polypmpy lcne

shecung. cutting a cross slit for eac h tuber. dro pping it into a lScm hole, and filling
up with soil as usual. Today, 9 May. the potato plants look healthy, good and green
and about 30 cm tall. Fingers crossed for a good crop!

Robins have been in great voice for weeks. After reading. David Bingham 's
' Birdsong" (April issue]. I tried to convince myself one evening at du~k that I heard
a nightingale. Rut then I saw, through the gloom, that it was a robin which filled the
air with sweet. ebullien t song. 11 was like listeni ng to the pure notes of a boy
soprano, making one catch one 's breath .

Our broad beans. The Sunon, arc laden with fading Flowers. I spent many
fascinating minutes , sometimes sitting for half an hour, watc hing bumblebee s taking
nectar and pollen from them . (The joys of being a pensioner!) The most popular
flowers in our April garden have been these of grape hyacint hs, forger-me -nets,
broad beans and blackcurrants. In the apple blossom red-railed and buff..tailed
bumblebee queens have been buzzing, assiduously searching for pollen In place
beside their eggs in their nests, and nec tar to build up the ir strength for further egg
productio n. Soon we'll sec mostl y the smaller worker bees, all being busy until they
drop.

In summer the garden is full of wild marjoram, which seems 10 send all kinds of
bees into ecstasies! It' s an easy plant to establish. a great self-seeder and spreader.
especially in the sun. I' ve none..-d that gatekeeper butterflies prefer its small flowers
to even the fattes t, most deliciously scented budd leia davidii .

..

. ~"
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Days of Destiny in Dersingham
Hosted by King's Lynn Christia n Fellowship

Ju ne 22..t to 25'\ 2UU4
Tues 22'· - ()l'sl in) for Yout h ;11 Dersingham First School (next 10 surgery!
Fun Night including nand. decks. dance and drama and also featuring ' Bob & Daisy '!!!!
\\'rd 23'· - ()cslin} Barbeq ue and Fu n :'Iiighl for everyone at Dcrsingham Recreation
Ground t> .JO- 9.00 pm. Fun. game s, music and meet the learn
Thurs 2.&" & hi 25" - ' Desti ned to Win ' Ce tebrartc us at Dcrsingham First School (next
to surgery )
God has a plan for o ur lives, come and jo in people who 's lives have been
transformed by the saving and hea ling power of God . Jesus Ch rist can do the same
tor you.
Great music. gues t artists. interviews, drama and life-chang ing message .

I>a~- t lmc eve nts in conjunction wit h 'Days of n cstmy'
Ladles Lunch, 12 noon - 2.00 pm, Wed 2J'J at oX Moun tbattcn Road, Dersingham
with guest speake r. Anncice Buckmun. Florida, USA.
Alpha Taster, Find out more about the Christian faith - Thu rs 24'h, II am - 12 pm
at 26 Duck Decoy Close, Dersingham.
For mort' intonuation. telep lllJllt' 01485 544553 or OJ553 766.l33

VILLAGE PLAN
The Steer ing Group met on Wedn esday 12th May, to approve the draft report.

With a few change s to layout. and the addi tion of some photographs, it will he ready
for presentation to the Par ish Council at the June meeting.

I wou ld like to express my thanks to Peter Box & Waiter Hluncy for their efforts
in wr iting the repo rt. and also to the volunteers who helped form the questionnaire,
deliver and collec t them, and lastly to the band of in putte rs who got the information
ont o the computer programme. Without the help of these people, we could not have
prod uced the report and action plan.

Also at the meeti ng was Kevin Harrsion. WPP Architects, who is working on the
feasibilit y study for a new Village Centre. He displayed outline plans for each of the
three sites considered in the questionna ire, which had been submitted to the Borough
Plan ners for comme nt. Each site has limitations, and a lot will depe nd all what the
resident s o f Dcrsinghum want from a new centre.

A copy of the fi nal report will be delivered to every househo ld in August. We
then plan to hold an o rcn day in September this yea r to celebrate publication of the
repo rt and action plan, and to ask the community what they wou ld like to sec in any
new Village Cen tre . This will ena ble us 10 get detailed plans drawn up for comment
by the planners, and potentia l user gro ups.

SlIe l'aYI/C'. Chair Village Plan Steering Group
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Open Gard ens 2004

Perfect wea ther meant that this year's event was the best attended yet. with the
l'1r1,."CIS full of gardeners . roaming around with their maps, eagerly visiting the 11
gardens generously opening their gates 10 an appreciative publ ic. Thc 3 tea point s all
did a bumper trade • many thanks 10 Ih<N:' who catcrered for the visitors! A splendid
figure of approximately { 1180 was raised for SI Nicholas's Church by the
horticultural efforts of the participating gardeners.

The plant identifying competition was won by Mn; E. While of Dersingham . She
wins a prize of a portrait photograph. taken by local photographer Jo Jones. which
we hope will give her much pleasure.

Once again thank you 10 all those who made il such a gooJ weekend.

Wat ch out fur the a nnounceme nt or 200S's dales
in Ihis m3J.:3line .



Mediterranean
A Ie.n-tog.roen room or tun lounge iI ptObllbly

the . ..int wry to .chieve the conMl'V~orydrum

l1id.ri.n/~'..arlliall
trill VutOOlln Con.trtJafO I"!' • daU'Ial ~n~h.tI

bnlll11' lomplrlrlP ab4PIa blr 10l Ull aU boUft ItJtltt
anb IUl lla btl' In • bAht ranlP' III banallan.

61 Manor Road, Oersingham , King 's Lynn
rei : 01485 544488

r;:;:;:::l _.~co_uk

~ F~ ......... 1\A:IIedto '~1A
Wnter'I detn on~

Sandringham Windows

RE<; I:\ :\ ERS AST H.O l.OG Y
C LASSES 1:'11 II E..\C II,,\.

IlllTERACTII 'E. FUN.
FASCI NATING

LEA RS IW W TO JJR,.lW UP ,.IS O
1,\ 'TERf'RE T }'(} lIR I IOROSC(}t'E

I-'R O\. T il E 1' 1...\:\ [1' PO SIT IO:,,\ S
AT Tin: .\ IO \I .:NT O F YOlJR "IRH!.

If ) 'OU arc not sure of the li me ) 'OU

" en' horn. don '. worry
- it Cot " be wor ked o u l .

For del a ils, phone
Valer ic C oodsell on O I ~85 571063

RE IK I/SE I CII E~ I T UIT IO:-;
ATTUNDIE:-;TS

and TRt:AT:\1E~TS
IS II EAC IIA:\.

{EIK I/SEICII D I IS A l'Ol'UI.AR
FO R' . O F :"'ATURAL II EALI:'\'G

Lea rn how 10 tre at yo urself, your
fam ily, Ir tcnds and pets.

Fo r det ai ls.
Phune Valeric Goodsell.
Relk l/Selcbem ~ I as l t'r

on 0 1-41'15 571063

Healing - Relaxing. Increases creativi l~
Cleanses the body of toxins & impurities'

REFLEXOL06Y
Preventauve • Stimu lating · Energising

Aids Mobility . Improves Circula tion
l uxurious Foot Massage

C la re Thumson sucn r

SPECIAL RATES AVAILABLE
Telephone 0779 505 7788

Age Concern

Age Concern wi ll endeavour to help
anyone aged uvcr 55 who needs hclp
abou t any problem.

The local Age Concern Information
Centre is at 16 lIigh Street. Hcacharn
t telephon .... 579077. and is open
Mondays and Fridays IJ .JO am to
11.30 pm
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DIARY OF NOTIFIED EVENTS
between this Issue and the next

Full details or \0011.' or the..e events " ill he round inside t his mlt):ltJ: inl'

na~ n ai l" (}r ~a ni\a lin n Event Venue Ti me

'" ,,'... c.rw B,....... _ c-. PPG ....GI,I ...,., ,~

,~ ,,- ""'" ...."" Co~... E---o CornmunrIy C8<>1'. 7·9 pm

'" ,,- -""'"- u.- POlIce S"" loon ~Ce'Psrl< 10 .,., · 12 """"

,~ ,,- .......,1'1 Lynn Chnol....F~ Deol".., for YOU1tl Fn l SChool ,m
.~ »- l(ng'l Lynn ChRo~ F.-u>op ~,- £>a_nen 12 ·2 pm

.~ »- "''"9'1 Lynn CIIno~ F~ Deol"" BBO & Fun RIlClI a100nGtound 630 pm . 9pm

n.n 2.. ........ "''"9 1 Lynn Chno/Ian F_", ~TlIS1.. ,,,,""'- 11 ..... 12 """"

n.n 2.f June l(ng'l Lynn ClInol.... F-.r.op 0-1..-:1 10 W'" Fn l SChool

'" ,.- "''"9'1 L.,...... ClInol..., F~ Dell..-:1 10 W", Fn l SChool.... ,,- Dersongham P","" CounaI F" Counal l,!eellng Fn l SChool from 1 pm

,~ ,,- CetpotIIlowIIJ Club CIub~Noghl CornmunrIy C...tre-' ... SI GI<:lt9"'1 S<:fIool Y...,. 6 Pupols 10 5 ...1"""" S .... IMon

.~ ' ... SI GI<:lt9"'1 S<:fIool Y...,. 2 & 110 SI Geot9&'I SI Gflof9" '1

nu. .... SI Gflof9"'1 S<:fIool Yea< 7 Pul>ft10 5...,"""" S""I"""".. " ... P_~- Summer FSl" e P..~- -,~.., " ... Sl N~C/'Iur<:I'I .......- 51 N_ I Chutd'o , ~ ~

.~ .. ... ~ VoIaqe \100oi 0._ Ior c:opy '""""-.~ "... SI Gflofge'l School School CIoMo,SUINMf Ho!

22·25.JUy SI N-. ChurcII F_FesllVsl
~- 10 am 0 7.30 pm.. " ... Nal _ Gst-.. So;NmI _..- 6~ H.RO 11"",.~.... " ... Sl N~C/'Iur<:I'I Flower F..lIVsl -.. 10 .... • • pm.~ ".. ~ VoIaqe Vboce Ne' III1..e In 'Cn,zen' -....... " ... N"_~So;NmI .._- 6 Dodda H. _ 11 . ", · 5 pm.... " ... 00n0ngI>Im P InOIl CounaI F" Counal Meelono Fnl School from 7 pm.... " ... ~P ..ooIICounaI F" Counal Meelono ,~-- from 7 pm

""'" ' .. ~Lobr ..... 510<)'1'''''' 'U... 23G-12(J pm.~ ".. 00n0ngI>Im VoIaqe \100oi D. .. of~""" Cnozen~

""'" " .. 0.""'9""'" Lobrery ,.."... 'U... 2 3G-3 20 pm

Oarren Does it Aga in !
h was reported in the Lyon News of IR May that Darren Poucher had another

successful singing evening at a major charity even! in Ipswich, the title of the- eve nt
being A Night in Las Vegas. 13-year old Darren of Station Road performed IWO

Elvis classics singing ' The Wonder of'You' with Paul wranck ( Elvis impersonator)
and singing solo the song ' Burning Low ' . Once again Darrcn had bee n invited to
appear in this event by the Make-a-Wish Foundation.
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Garden Centre &. Coffee Shop
r t

www.thaxters.co.uk

@ Keep it Loca l
Tol: 01 485540224

..... Food-To-Go order line: 01485 543593

• Hot lood to lako away
• Sandwiches and Baguettes
• News and Magazines

. SPAR

Tol: 01485 541514

• Lottery
• Fresh local Fru it and Vog
• E-top up lor your mobllo

Open 7 em ·10 pm 7 dlye

HTA National
Garden Gift
Tokens

Onc o f the finc :\ot :\oclcc t io n:l> of It alia n a nd D ut c h Nu r&C' r~ :\ot oc k in Wc :\ot NaJa/\,;..

Large . e lec t ion of cO lll p o . h, gudcn o r n AlIle n h _"d lIlu ch e or-e .

Open 8 om - 8 pm 7 doyo

Tel : 01485 545105
Coffee Shop

Wli y not comf! QnareCax after you have ftni.slieayour v isit to tlte
yQrt{en Centre or Supermarket and'try one of our renowned"
Iiome·maae cakes or scones or come amlliave your {unc1i. frmn OUT

, d u ll"" of (wm. maa. dls lits of l li. aay.
Open 10 om - 5 pm 7 doyo



Kurtis-Ross Green

Kurtis-Ross.agcd 10, of Dersingham was so
proud 10 have been chosen 'Super Kid 2003' . lie
was rewa rded with a certi ficate and shield at a
prestige award cere mony at the Town lI all on ()
June 2004, he was greatly impressed by the Lord
Mayor and his helpers! He was grateful for his
cheque of £200 for himself (depos ited in his
savings acco unt ) together with a cheque for ( 150
for the King 's Lynn new Diabet ic Clinic at
Queen Elizabeth Hospital. Kurtis is a keen
fundraiser and in the past has raised £50+ at his
school (SI. Gccrge 's) , taking part in a Skip-a
thon for Healthy Heart Cam paign, also £200+
for Air Ambu lance with his yard sale and raffle.
2002.

1'll<..oby",:mlls..~H."lOI MaunceJ".>c'S He can be seen with his mean sweeping
machine clean ing the War Memorial mosl Saturday mornings, together with his
cones, brushes , bags, etc. Kurtis was most fortuna te 10 have been able to take pan in
the Remembrance Service last year and has been invited to lake part in the D-Day
Parade on 6 June at Hunstaruon. wearing his gra ndfather' s medals.

li e thanks the Parish Council for nominating him to represent Dersingham, I also
thank them fur having the confidence to pUI him forward.

Sandru J. Gree n - A 1 'f!I~' proud parent

Etcctr tcat and Dat a Services
Electr ical Services Data Services

• Domestic • Cat 5 Cabli ng

• Commercial • Small Data Networks

• Light Industrial

• Fire Alams & Smo ke Detectors
S!fJh:bt lalkin~ wilh DO hidden char~es

Contact lain for a fas! and friend ly service
Phone/Fax 0 14X5 543 167
.\I aki n • t he Connect ion
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Damage to Churchyard Memorial s
Dcrsingham Parochial Parish Council were accused of 'desecrating" around 40

graves in St Nicholas Churchyard. when it was disc overed in ea rly Apri lthal their
headstones had been laid flat. and. in some C3-'>CS. da maged .

The reason given for removal of the headstones was that they had be-en found 10
be ' unsafe ' during a "health and safety" assessment. wh ich was done at the
insistence of insurance com panies . following the death a few years ago of two
children when a gravestone fell on them.

The Archdeacon of Lynn. tbe ven Martin Gray. apologised for the fact that.
although guidelines were in place requiring it. no consultation had taken place with
rela tives befo re action was taken. It is reponed that the Vicar of the Parish. the Rev
Ron H verson. has since spoken to the relatives involved. Discussion is also
understood to be taking place regarding repair and reinstallation of the headstones.

As a maner of interest. this issue was boradcast nationally and an article is
known 10 have appeared in the ' Lciccsu..·r Mercury' .

Green Garden Sac ks
can be obtained from the Parish Council Office

Cost 50p eac h
The office is at the Police Station. Manor Road. and is opcn Mon , Thurs 10 ·2

Ar ricles for pub lication in the .Ju l ,.IAu~u ..t !.'d ition of \'i1Ia~I' \'oi n ' must reach
the editor at 45 Queen EIi..abcth Drive, Dcrsingham. or at the Parish Council office.
before the deadhee date of \\·...-d n l'sd a~' 14 J u l~' 20W . Ad\I'rli:"ieRlI'nb for
inclusion in the same newsletter should he in the hands of Clare Thomson. Assistant
Parish Clerk, Dersingham Parish Council. The Police Station. Manor Road.
Dcrs ingham PE3 1 6LH b~" the same dale. Enquiries regarding adverti sements may
be made by ca lling Clare on 01 4~5 54 1465.

Thi .. ...-diriun "ill be Inserted in the Iree -Ctnzen' nl:""\papl' r on wedn esdav
11 " .\ u~u\ 1 2004. (Contributors who art promoting events should lake note of this
earliest date of publication).

lt must he pointed out that the editor encourages contributions but reserves the
right to amend and edit as necessary. Any contributions rec eived will he accepted on
the understanding that, unless a spec ific req uest is made that names. addresses. etc
arc not used. these may he included in the publication and may be maintained on the
Parish Council's database.

Due 10 limitations on space it is possible that some items rece ived may not be
published, or may be held for publication at a later date. Contributors should also be
aware that published material might appear on the Parish Council's Intern et web
site. The editor does not necessarily agree with opinions that arc expressed. or the
aecuracv of statements made. by contributors to the Village Voice.
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