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PARISH CHAIRMAN RECEIVES A CIVIC HONOUR

On Thursday 13 May 2004, | had the pleasure of
- o being present at a ceremony, in the Town Hall in
King's Lynn, at which the Chairman of Dersingham
Parish Council, Councillor George Pratt, was
honoured by the Borough Council of King’s Lynn &
West Norfolk by the title of Honorary Alderman of
the Borough being conferred upon him.

This particular title is bestowed on very few
people and represents an acknowledgement by
members of the Borough Council that the individual
concerned has rendered eminent services to the
Council as a past member, but who is not presently a
member. Other criteria which are taken into account

at the special meeting which takes place to
determine who receives this honour are that the candidate should have held high
office (Mayor or Committee Chairmanship), have held some lesser office (Deputy
Mayor/Vice Chairmanship), have given some other eminent service such as being
the nominated representative on important outside bodies. and that there is
recognition across the chamber that the former Member has provided eminent
service to the Council by virtue of his contributions over many years. The person
must also have no known misdemeanours.

There is one thing that is for certain, and that is that Alderman George Pratt
meets all of these criteria and is well
deserving of the award, for which, at
the Annual General Meeting of the
Dersingham Parish Council on May
10th, he graciously thanked those
Members of the Parish Council who are
also representatives of the village at the
Borough Council, for having
nominated him. Further details of the
ceremony and a brief profile of our new

Alderman is to be found on page 4 of
this magazine.
BT/13/05/04
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Editor’s Notes
I have been more or less accused of disloyalty to the village, and to its
First School in particular, by having allowed an article to appear in the
last issue, which related to Ingoldisthorpe (C of E) Primary School.

Although I can sympathise with the views taken by the people
concerned (see Letters to the Editor) I must take issue on one or two of the
points made. Firstly, the decision to publish was not mine alone, as | took
) the precaution of asking for professional advice from the Parish Clerk,

,f ; Kim Dunford, before proceeding, and was advised that there was no reason
AN why [ should not print the article, as it was believed that this village fell
within that school’s catchment area as well as that of our own two schools,

Secondly, in respect of my appreciation of the two excellent schools in the village
(and I do whole-heartedly agree with our correspondents on this) | have so far had a
good working relationship with the head teachers of both, and have gone out of my
way to promote their schools as much as possible, as I hope they will agree. As editor
of the magazine | have not had reason to restrict the amount of copy which they have
provided, so if their entry in the last issue was smaller than that of the Ingoldisthorpe
school it is because it was all that was supplied by them, and | must say that it was
their decision not to have separate entries in the magazine and to replace them with
one combined article. If you look back to past issues you will find that I was
allocating as much as one full page to each school in order to ensure their
promotion. If | have upset either or both of the head teachers, the School Governors
or parents of children at the schools then it was unintentional, and for that I
apologise, particularly as I have since been informed that promoting the school at
Ingoldisthorpe could have a negative impact on the income of both schools, another
matter of which | was unaware,

Whilst on the subject of young people, you may recall that I published a request
in the last issue for representatives from the youth of the village to act as reporters on
behalf of their peers. I also took the trouble of contacting some of the senior schools
in Hunstanton and King’s Lynn in the hope that they may be able to help in this
respect. Result, one person responded, her letter being contained on the Letters to
the Editor page. So impressed was I with her letter that it was raised and read out at
the April meeting of the Parish Council as a link to the potential for the formation of
a Dersingham Youth Council who would act as advisors to the council on youth
affairs.

The editorial team would like to take the opportunity to thank all of you who
have made positive remarks about our publication, and to ask that you continue to
(or if you haven’t already done so, then please start to) contribute articles for
publication. We would also welcome dates of forthcoming functions, meetings. etc.
for publication in our Events Diary, and by the way, don’t forget to keep those
holiday postcards coming. Bob Tipling
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Alderman George Pratt
Chairman of Dersingham Parish Council

As reported on the cover of this issue, George Pratt was presented with a medal
to identify him as an Alderman of the Borough of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk. At
the ceremony the Leader of the Council described George as a person who has had
an incredible career in Local Government (which can be seen from his potted history
below), and that although he had not been born in Norfolk he had always considered
himself to be a *Norfolk boy’.

The photographs on the front cover show the badge which he received and a
moment when his daughter-in law and former Mayoress, Mrs Sue Pratt, was seen
admiring it.

After the ceremony, at a reception in the
Stone Room at the Town Hall, George was
reminded of his days as Mayor, when he was
approached by Ashley Collop (11) of Reffley
who asked if George remembered him,
having met him during his term of office.
George did indeed remember Ashley, and
they spent some time together discussing the
occasions on which they had met.

The well-known and popular Chairman of
the Parish Council was born in Hingham,
Norfolk in 1920, leaving school at the age of
14 and working on a farm until 1940, when,
due to the 2nd World War, he was called up to
serve in the Royal Army Medical Corps
during the Burma Campaign.

On his demob George went on to nurse at Thorpe St. Andrew Hospital, Little
Plumstead Hospital and Kelling Sanatorium. Then, following 3 years service on the
Sandringham Estate, he returned to nursing at the King’s Lynn General Hospital,
becoming a Theatre Technician.

His army career did not stop when he was demobbed, as he then went on to serve
in the Territorial Army for 19 years, eventually being awarded the Long Service
Medal. During this period George was appointed Adult Instructor to the Norfolk
Army Cadet Force (Sandringham Detachment), being promoted first to Regimental
Sergeant Major, then receiving a commission as a 2™ Lieutenant and appointed as
Area Staff Officer of No. 3 Area Army Cadet Force, serving in this capacity for 16
years until his retirement after his 65" birthday with the honorary rank of Major.

George moved into Dersingham in 1953, joining the Parish Council on 1* March
1961, he was elected Vice-Chairman on 11" June 1961 to become Chairman in May
1971. Not content with being concerned with Parish business, George was also a
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Member of the then Docking Rural district Council for 15 years until the Borough
Council of King's Lynn and West Norfolk replaced it in 1974. He was elected as a
Norfolk County Councillor from 1985 to 2000, was a Borough Councillor for
Snettisham from 1991 to 1994, and then represented Dersingham as a Borough
Councillor from 1995 to 2003, being elected Mayor of the Borough Council in 2001
to 2002

He has served on many Authorities and Committees, both within and outside
Council, and continues to do so to this day, and is certainly a person who should be
congratulated for the effort he has put into the community around him, and who 1s
well deserving of the most recent achievement, that of receiving Aldermanship of
the Borough

On behalf of all the residents of Dersingham. Congratulations George!

Councillor George Pratt
introduces Councillor
Michael Langwade, Mayor
of the Borough Council,
who officially opened the
Dersingham Village Open
Day on Saturday

17 April 2004

Some Useful Numbers

Nortolk Police: 01553 691211. Only use 999 in an emergency.
Community Car Scheme: 01485 544544

Carole Brown Health Centre: 01553 692333

Hospital: 01553 613613

Citizens Advice Bureau 01553 774719

Water Anglian Water in emergency 08457 145 145
Gas: Emergency hotline 0800 111 999

Electricity: Emergency number 0800 783 8838
Samaritans: 01553 761616

Dersingham Parish Countil: 01485 541465
KL & WN Borough Council: 01553 616200 (emergency 01553 760671)
Norfolk County Council: 01603 222222

tn
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St Nicholas Church - Dersingham
FLOWER FESTIVAL

WE LOVE TO HEAR THE STORIES
22 -26 July 2004 Daily - 10 am to 7.30 pm. Monday 26 - 10 am to 4 pm.

*

MUSIC IN CHURCH

CHURCH HALL
Stalls - Raftle - Refreshments. Book lunches with Pat Moss 01485 540517

*

CRAFT FAIR

Manor Farm Barn
Open - 10 am to 5.30 pm. Sunday - 12 noon to 5.30 pm. Croft House Garden Open
*

SUNDAY SERVICES

10.30 am Festival Service - Preacher: Rev. Hugh Pollock - 6.30 pm Songs of Praise

\Coaches Welcome. Free Car Park. Proceeds to Church Funds /

GUY PLAYFORD’S

SUPREME CARPETS
THE HOME SELECTION SPECIALISTS
FREE* FREE
Underlay, Fitting, Door bars, etc, ~Delivery, Measuring, planning on
on ALL pattern book ranges all roll ends and stock ranges
QUALITY RUGS VINYLS
Hand Knotted Crafted Rugs QUALITY RHINO FLOOR VINYLS
Persian, Indian and Chinese LAMINATE FLOORING
100% Wool FULLY INSTALLED

SHOWROOM OPEN
MON TO FRI 11 am - 5 pm, SAT 10 am - 2 pm
FORESTER’S HALL, MANOR ROAD, DERSINGHAM

For Home Selection phone 8 am - 8 pm




Issue 28 Village Voice

Parish Council Report

The March meeting of Dersingham Parish Council heard a presentation about
how Brancaster Parish Council had initiated the development of new atfordable
homes in the village. These included houses to rent, shared ownership homes and
maisonettes for single people. The project had taken 2" years and had begun with a
needs survey. Only people with a connection to the close surrounding area were
eligible to live in the homes. Dersingham Parish Council is now to investigate
whether a similar initiative would be helpful here.

Among the issues continuing to concern the Council are the lack of proper bus
stop signs throughout the village and the state of the newly resurfaced footpath in
Manor Road alongside the Pasture. The bus stop signs have been promised and the
County Council is to sweep the loose chippings from the footpath.

The Council has formed a Holiday Activities Committee to provide summer
activities for children in the village. Volunteers who would like to help with this
should contact the Parish Clerk on 01485 541465 or e-mail DersPC@bun.com.

Efforts by the Parish Council to provide a temporary skateboard/BMX facility on
the Recreation Ground during the Easter holidays were frustrated by the weather.
However, at the time of going to press it was hoped that this facility could be
provided during the end-of-May Bank Holiday. The Council hopes that this
temporary arrangement will enable any potential problems to be identified prior to
consideration of the possible installation of a permanent facility. The Council has
agreed to consult residents before any decision is taken.

At the Council’s April meeting Mr Patrick Bellotti of 16 Stanton Road was co-
opted to fill one of two vacancies on the Council. The remaining vacancy has been
taken up by Mrs Sandy Green of Hunstanton Road. PB

Parish Council Meeting

On Monday 26 April 2004 six pupils from St. Georges’s School went to a Parish
Council Meeting at Dersingham First School.

The pupils went to hear and give ideas about the Youth Council. The Youth
Council is to let young children give their ideas about Dersingham.

The children also listened to PC Keeley who talked about all the crime occurring
in Dersingham. The students enjoyed the experience of going to the Parish Council
Meeting and would like to become part of Youth Council.

Stephanie Gregory and Christopher Clarke

Tree Warden
The village Tree Warden is Tony Bubb who can be contacted at 7 Centre Vale
(telephone 542638) for advice and information.
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_ Letters to the Editor

Rita Matthews, Co-opted Governor of Dersingham First School writes: 1 would like
to congratulate you on a very good edition of the March/April Village Voice. Tt is full
of a variety of articles which on the whole make very good reading. However, I do
have one complaint. I was disappointed to see the very small accounts of our Village
Schools compared with that of Ingoldisthorpe. I am sure the Primary School in
Ingoldisthorpe is good. but our schools in the village are excellent. All the staff at the
First and Nursery School in Saxon Way do a wonderful job. To go into the school and
see the first class work going on in the classrooms and the children’s happy faces are
something of which the Village should be proud. I think the invitation to visit
Ingoldisthorpe should be left to the people of Ingoldisthorpe and published in their
magazine.

Hugh Mullarkey (a regular contributor of poetry to Village Voice) writes: 1 am a
retired teacher of English. My sincere congratulations to Tina and Simeon of St George’s
School for their excellent poems with some super imagery in April’s “Village Voice’.
Keep writing please!

Ainsley Rose Rix (aged 13) writes: | speak for many other teenagers and myselt when
I say there is absolutely nothing interesting to do in Dersingham for our age group.
For younger children there’s the playground. and, while our age group could go to the
playground. all there is for us 1s a pair of swings and a roundabout, which is hard to
push. We could go play football, cricket or tennis, but most of the girls T know don’t
have a sporty bone in their body, so we won’t do that. | know there’s a Youth Club, but
it only goes up to twelve years old, so teenagers are left in the dark. Really, the only
regular social activity for our age group includes the Scouts and Guides, Flower
Arranging Club and the Army Cadets, but they’re only on specific days, and mostly
not at weekends. So what is a teenager to do at the weekend if they have to stay in
Dersingham? Sleep in; play computer games all day and walk around in groups
annoying everyone else. Very luckily things may be looking up for us, the Parish
Council are hiring skate ramps for the next half term to see how it all works. However,
skate ramps would only appeal to people who can actually ride a skateboard without
falling off.

Mprs. A. Rumens, a parent of children at Dersingham First and Nursery School
writes: | am writing to say that after reading last month’s issue I felt a bit confused
over the aim of the Dersingham Village Voice. I thought it was to promote our
village and facilities. I was therefore more than surprised that you had an
advertisement for a school from another village. Is this not like Tesco’s promoting
Sainbury’s? We have a brilliant school of our own and as a parent of two children
there, I cannot be more pleased with the education received there. Dersingham First
and Nursery School provide my children with a very high standard of education. The

8
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Head Teacher leads highly qualified teaching staff. The children learn in a warm
friendly atmosphere, where the individual needs of each child is taken into
consideration. As my eldest son is now eight he has been involved with St George's
Middle School, to make the move there in September a more relaxed one. Although
I will be sad for him to leave the first school, I think moving to a slightly bigger
school before joining Smithdon when he is older will be easier to cope with. So how
about promoting our own school and congratulating our own brilliant hard working
teachers?

Sue Eastmore writes about the Dersingham Task Force:

Initially when the group was formed they were like-minded residents wanting to
do their bit for the village, cuts, splinters and the odd bruise being par for the course.
Unfortunately the Borough Council worried about Health and Safety issues and
claims for compensation, putting a damp squib on ideas suggested to be tackled. Yet
again the Nanny State won! A meeting was called and it was decided we would still
enjoy doing the jobs, and each other’s company, unofficially.

June Stephenson writes;

I don’t suppose you were surprised to receive rude remarks on the returned
questionnaires (p7 April issue). This always happens when anonymity is assured!
Perhaps the responders had had a trying day. Most of us, | think, enjoy browsing
through “our’ magazine. The “name and shame” suggestion did perturb me a bit.
Surely this would be counter-productive, leading to gossip, resentment, and bad
feeling generally? True, some drivers seem to feel themselves abovepetty” laws,
such as parking restrictions or speed limits. And a very few dog owners may be
irresponsible. But untidy gardens — ah! That is so subjective! As long as a garden
owner doesn’t cause problems for others, (smoky bonfires, enormously high
hedges?), I believe s/he is legally entitled to do what he/she likes with his/her
garden. And as far as tidiness goes, many people are beginning to see that weedy,
overgrown areas are vital to the survival of species other than ourselves. As the poet
Gerard Manley Hopkins wrote, over a hundred years ago; “What would the world
be, once bereft of wet and wildness? Let them be left. O let them be left, wildness
and wet, Long live the weeds and the wilderness yet”

The Albert Victor Bowls Club
The Club would welcome any new members at a cost of £8 per year
membership and a 50p rink fee. and you are sure to be encouraged by the
minimal cost of drinks in the clubroom. For example, Carlsberg Lager
£1.80, Tetley's Smooth £1.70 and Ansell’s Mild for only £1.50 per pint.
The green opened this season at 4 pm on 17 April.
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The Shingle Pits

One of the places that we went to a lot, especially in the summer time when I was
a lad in the 50s and 60s in the village of Dersingham, was the shingle pits. Before
the great flood of 1953 there were two pits and they were called the Wolferton Pit,
which was to the South, and the Snettisham Pit, which was to the North, though they
were accessible from the Dersingham Marsh road. Dersingham has no beach as such
as the Parish boundary ends about 200 yards short of the old sea bank. Up until 1953
a firm by the name of “Etna Sand and Shingle™ worked the pits. In the flood of *53
all their dredging gear and the railway that ran around the edge of the pits was
destroyed and washed into the bottom of the pits, where it still remains to this very
day. During the Second World War a lot of the sand and shingle was taken by road to
build the runways on the aerodromes at Sculthorpe and Marham, also some would be
loaded onto barges from a small jetty and taken across the Wash to be used for the
same purpose in Lincolnshire. On warm summer nights you could get up to 50
people from the village swimming in the pits, although that was very dangerous with
all the old steelwork laying at the bottom, but there were always some good strong
swimmers on hand, like Mr Jack Bunn and Superintendent Mitchell. who would
sometimes walk down to the pits and have a swim before breakfast. Most of the
yvoung boys and some girls from the village learnt to swim in these pits. In those
days, long before the RSPB took over and the gates and fences were put up, anybody
had access to the pits and there were by far a lot more seabirds nesting down there
than there are today, even though in those days a lot of people from the village would
gather up the eggs to take home to eat.

Queen Mary (Mary of Teck 1867-1953)

After the Second World War, from 1946 onwards, Queen Mary spent a lot of time
at Sandringham. Her chauffeur, a Mr Humphries, who had just retired, came to live
in a house at the top of Lynn Road (now the hairdresser’s). Her new chauffeur was a
chap called Freddy Southgate, whose mother and father kept the Albert Victor Public
House in Manor Road at the time. One day word got around that in the afternoon
Queen Mary was coming down to Dersingham from Sandringham to visit Mr
Humphries. At the time we lived in a bungalow opposite Freddy Waggs’ Bike Shop
in Lynn Road (now car sales). My mother and I stood outside on the pavement with
lots of other visitors waiting for her to pass by. When she came by she sat in the back
of the car with a very stern face as she did, and, as we all waved, she just raised her
hand, but did not smile. Freddy Southgate, who was driving, waved his hand and
smiled at us all. When Queen Mary got to her destination at the top of Lynn Road,
Freddy stopped the car, got out and opened the door for her as was the done thing.
Then Queen Mary turned to Freddy and said ** Southgate, if you wish to keep this job
you must keep your eyes on the road and not wave to the people.” In the Albert that
night Freddy did not half get his leg pulled, and everyone kept waving to him. |

wonder why? :
These articles were contributed by Dick Melton whom we wish well after his recent illness

10
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HE’S A VERY GOOD FELLOWES

When the posters first went up around Dersingham for the Friends of St
Nicholas® Church’s first-ever literary dinner, most people knew the guest of honour
Julian Fellowes only as an actor and star of the Sunday night BBC TV serial
Monarch of the Glen.

Film buffs who had enjoyed the 2002 Robert Altman movie Gosford Park might
also have recalled that it was Julian Fellowes who won the Hollywood Oscar for Best
Original Screenplay that year. But that was all in the past. By the time the literary
dinner took place in April Julian Fellowes’ fame had spread to fiction — his first
novel, Snobs, had just been published and soared straight into the bestseller lists.

It was Snobs that Fellowes came to the Sandringham Visitors Centre after Easter
to discuss with his publisher and editor, lon Trewin, a Dersingham resident. After
dinner and, before a full house, Fellowes revealed that Snobs was not strictly
speaking his first book. When an undergraduate at Cambridge some thirty years
before, he had written two ‘historical bodice-rippers’ under two pseudonyms, as
much as anything to prove that he could write. He then went to drama school, acted
— mainly in character parts including one James Bond film — with his writing
concentrated on series for children’s television.

Gosford Park, he said, changed his life. Hollywood companies beckoned,
although he did film one more series of Monarch of the Glen. He has since worked
on a new adaptation of Thackeray’s classic, Vanity Fair, a P.G. Wodehouse novel,
Piccadilly Jim and also made his debut as a film director with A Walk Through the
Wood starring Rupert Everett, Emily Lloyd and Tom Wilkinson — all three films are
due to be shown later this year.

Fellowes also talked about his debut in the musical theatre — he has adapted the
classic Disney film Mary Poppins for the stage, to open in London’s West End this
autumn. But, as he confided to the Sandringham audience. the joy about writing the
novel Snobs was that it remains entirely his, no directors, no producers, no actors to
alter the emphasis. Only readers — and at the end of dinner the 100-strong audience
showed their appreciation by queuing up to buy signed copies of his novel. No doubt
about it — Snobs will be the Number One most read book in Dersingham this year.

For the Friends of St Nicholas® Church the event marked the tenth anniversary of
a group set up to support the village’s oldest building. Some £1,500 was raised by
the evening, and the chairman, Keith Blythe, said that he now intended that the
literary dinner would become an annual event in the Dersingham social calendar.

lon Trewin
To join the Friends of St Nicholas’ Church and support Dersingham s oldest
building contact Keith Blythe, chairman, on 01485 544866

Old country saying:
If each outside his doorstep swept the village would be clean
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The Soul of Bowls

Arthur Daw (pictured) is 84 this month and has a history
that is as fascinating as any book. it often having been
suggested that he write his autobiography, although he says
that he would not attempt to do this as in it he would have to
tell the truth, and that some of what he knows and has seen is
unsuitable for the public domain. Having heard some of this |
tend to agree with him! His working life started as an
apprentice bricklayer then as an employee of Stanton’s Farm
in Dersingham during which time Arthur joined the TA,
because of which, he was called up, aged 19, to serve with the 7th Norfolk Regiment.

Arthur was taken Prisoner of War in St. Valery, France, transferring to Posnan
for 6 months, later moving to East Prussia (now Poland) where he was billeted with
8 others and was required to work on a farm, at first for the farmer. and then. when
the farmer was called up for military service, for the farmer’s wife. In January 1945,
approaching Russian artillery could be distinctly heard in the distance, and the
farmer’s wife, wishing to meet up with her husband. came to an arrangement with
Arthur that if he helped her to get to Westphalia, she in turn would assist in his
escape. This agreed they set off on 18 January with two horses pulling two laden
carriages (one described as a landau). As there would have been a problem in
passing one of the major towns en route, and to avoid having to pass round it, they
took 2 days to cross the frozen waters of the Bay of Danzig. By the time they arrived
at their destination they had lost both of the horses, which had died of starvation,
leaving them to finish the journey on foot, with Arthur then making his way through
and past enemy lines to arrive back in England on 18 March. On his return home,
due to his now fluent German, he was immediately transferred to the Military Police
as an interpreter, being stationed in Ash Vale in Surrey. then Newmarket. King’s
Lynn and finally in Norwich.

After the war ended, Arthur returned to farming until he had a serious accident
when he was run over by his own tractor! But a turning point came when the Albert
Victor Public House in Manor Road became available as a tenancy in 1970 and
Arthur and his wife Barbara took it over. The bowling green had become unusable,
but they were determined to reinstate it, and following a lot of hard work and
planning it was re-opened in 1971 by Inspector Burton of the local Police, and Paul
Walsh of Watney Mann Brewery the latter was to become their mentor and guide,
particularly through the period of decimalisation. The new green was perfect, except
for one thing, it had only 3 rinks and the local leagues demanded that members
should be able to provide 4. The committee members were downhearted, particularly
Stanley Lines and Doug Goodship (Club Secretary), but decided to do something
about the issue. They called a meeting of all members of the West Norfolk League
who had been County Cup winners, suggesting that a new 3-rink league be formed.

!"I
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Out of 15 winners attending, 8 signed up immediately and the Albert Victor 3 Rink
League was founded. There are now 40 clubs who are members of the league.

Although having been very busy, Arthur and Barbara decided to tender their
notice in October 1981 as the business had become unviable (their overheads had
risen from £26 to £700 a week!) The consequence of this was that the brewery
decided to close the pub and sell the premises. This was doomsday for the bowling
green! An offer was made by the owners of Ingoldisthorpe Manor to prepare and
supply a bowling green on their land, but shortly after the green was ready this fell
through, owing to the major fire that took place at the Manor House. Arthur has
asked me to express the sincerest thanks to Wolferton, who allowed the club to play
on their greens from 1981 to 1983, during which time the new green was created in
its current location on land which was owned by Arthur. This green has 5 rinks one
way and 6 the other.

More recently, thanks to Arthur’s wife, Barbara, the Queen gave authorisation for
a new league to be formed, which is contained within the village and is called the
Dersingham Village Jubilee League. BT/04/04

The photographs on the left
and below show the members
of the Albert Victor Bowls
Club in 1927 and 1977.
Perhaps you recognise a friend
or relative amongst them and
have a story to tell. If so,
please write in with the details
to the Editor at the Council
Office in Manor Road

1977 Photograph

Back Row - Len Rose, Dick
Melton, Doug Goodship, George
Evans, *Bunny’ Byfield, Stanley
Lines, Paul Fentom, Arthur Daw,
Gordon Ellis, David Hooker, Andy
Fell

Front Row - Jim Foreman, Herby
Britton, Mervyn Chapman, Peter
Nicholls, Barbara Daw, John
Emerson (the present Groundsman
at the Club)




. = ®
as individual as you are

BUILDING
SQCIETY®

At the Saffron Walden Herts & Essex Building Society we
offer a wide range of financial services and mortgages. Our
highly competitive investments and savings accounts offer
some of the best value available in the high street, and our
experienced staff can help you find a mortgage package to
suit your needs.

As a regional society we understand the needs of local
people and are able to make a swift response to your
inquiry.

Find us at:

Market Place, Snettisham

Tel: 01485 544434

and Jubilee Court, Dersingham
Tel: 01485 544585

SUBJECT TO STATUS. WRITTEN QUOTATIONS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A
MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT.
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Dersingham Horticultural Society

A warm and sincere thank you to all who supported the Society’s coffee moming,
which was held in March. Although the attendance seemed less than usual, this
event was nevertheless very successful raising nearly £100 for society funds. As
usual, the refreshments were delicious and | feel sure that all who attended enjoyed
the relaxed atmosphere and conversation with fniends.

April Meeting A third visit by Bill Le Grice, this ime to talk about his favounte
subject “Roses™. An acknowledged expert in hus field — his nursery’s catalogue hsts
some 440 vaneties — Bill commenced by showing slides of the various types of rose
from the humble dog rose of our hedgerows to the gaudy, scented and disease
resistant forms which are available today.

He then showed us the processes by which new vaneties are created from seed
obtained by crossing cultivars in order to obtain the best charactenistics of both
parents. From seed to plant fit for trial involves a period of time of at least two years
and of the hundreds of seeds sown only about 2 or 3 per cent make the grade, the
others being rejected on criteria such as lack of scent, poor foliage or being prone to
disease.

One of the processes in propagation 1s budding, which involves gratting a new
bud onto a rootstock. This 1s a delicate, skilled operation and, like sheep-shearers,
“budders™ travel the world season to season, the most expert performing up to 3,000
and more grafts in a day.

The other fact that Bill told us, which | found particularly intriguing, was that at
the end of the 18" Century the roval gardeners in France amassed the largest
collection of roses in the world and added to the collection wherever and whenever
possible. To this end gardeners were given a special dispensation during the
Napoleonic Wars allowing them to send specimens to France.

Bill finally dealt with the problems that beset rose gardeners in this area -
mildew, rust and black spot. Science has recently established that there i1s no single
strain of these ‘diseases’ but that they are constantly mutating, and strike when
plants are under stress, usually during dry periods. His answer 1s:
| Feed with a main course 1.¢: Rose food, Phostrogen or, his favounte, Vitex
2  Water and folia feed weekly using generous quantities of water boosted with

tomato feed. Sprinkling occasionally, or even daily, 1s a waste of time and water.
3 Leave a depression in the soil around the rootstock to prevent the dispersal of

water. If necessary build a mulch ndge around the already established plant to
achieve ths,

Endless facts and insight into the world of the much loved rose from a true expert
provided an evening of hope to all rose growers and interest to all.

For further information Bill LeGrice Roses have two websites;

www.rosebuddies.co.uk and www.rosesuk.co.uk
David Clark 543182
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GET CASH

from your local Post Office

If you bank with
BARCLAYS, LLOYDS TSB or ALLIANCE & LEICESTER
you can make FREE cash withdrawals
simply hand your card to be swiped
key in your PIN - and get your cash
This service is now available at

DERSINGHAM POST OFFICE

fenland
. design

‘architectural services

33, Lynn Road, Dersingham. KINGS LYNN

PLANNING & BUILDING REG. APPLICATIONS
PHOTOCOPYING / LAMINATING | BINDING

tel: 01485 543204
e-mail: fenland.design@tesco.net

Gaywood Natural
Ftealth Centre

The finest quality care for most pains,
stiffness, inflexibility and recurring
health problems.

Osteopathy classical + cranial,
osteomyology, reflexology, aromatherapy,
reiki, women’s health & wellbeing,
massage.

As keen runners we treat injuries. Also
accident reports and advice.

Gaywood Hall Drive, King’s Lynn
01553 761484

SEMBA TRADING CO LTD

Builders’ Merchants
Station Yard, Station Road, Dersingham, King’s Lynn PE31 6PR
Tel: 01485 541394

All Building Materials supplied

Paving Slabs 18" x 18 from £1.40
Guttering 4 mtr £7.15
6 mtr Underground Pipe £11.80
Fencing, Posts, Bricks, Blocks, Sand, Shingle, Timber, Pavers, PVC Sheeting,

Cement, Roofing felt, Chicken Wire etc
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please contact

Dersingham Institute Bowls Club

The club is leased from the Queen and is part of the Sandringham Estate; it has
been in existence for many years. It is situated next to St Nicholas Church Hall with
whom we share the car park.

A very good green keeper and various members of the club keep the club in good
condition. We are a very happy and social crowd and are involved in many of the
league matches. So if there are any budding bowlers out there who would like to try,
please turn up on any Saturday for a “roll-up”. Anyone is welcome, with or without
bowling experience, there’s always someone there to help. We do have some spare
bowls at the club (flat shoes only, no trainers). If you would like further information
The Secretary, Pat Tomkins on 544543

Fixtures to come — Dersingham Institute Bowls Club

Thursday 10 June
Thursday 17 June
Monday 28 June
Thursday 8 July
Thursday 15 July
Monday 26 July

North West Norfolk League — Capt: John Bruford (542314)

Hunstanton

Heacham Ex-Service

Hunstanton
Shernbourmne
Bircham
Wolferton

Thursday 5 August Rudham
Monday 16 August Heacham Social
Countryside League — Capt: Gordon Fisher (600436)

Tuesday 15 June
Wed 23 June
Tuesday 29 June
Wed 21 July
Monday 2 August

Docking Manor
Excelsior
Searles
Ingoldisthorpe
Thomham

Tuesday 10 August Heacham Social

Friday 11 June
Friday 25 June
Friday 9 July
Friday 23 July
Friday 6 August
Friday 20 August

Friday 11 June
Friday 25 June
Friday 9 July
Friday 23 July
Friday 6 August
Friday 20 August

Away
Away
Home
Home
Away
Away
Away*
Away#

Away
Away
Home
Away
Away

Away*
Albert Victor League Div.

Monday 14 June
Monday 21 June
Thursday 1 July
Monday 12 July
Monday 19 July
Thursday 29 July

Thursday 12 August Heacham ex-Service

Tuesday 22 June
Thursday 24 June
Wed 14 July
Tuesday 27 July
Tuesday 3 August
Wed 18 August

Rudham
Heacham Social
Docking Railway
Docking Social
Massingham
Ingoldisthorpe

Old Town
Albert Victor
Friendship
Old Town
Excelsior
Houghton

2 — Capt: Eric Hill (543495)

Clenchwarton B
Castleacre

King William
Albert Victor BA
Ingoldisthorpe
Albert Victor A

Away
Away
Home
Away
Away
Away

Friday 18 June
Friday 2 July
Friday 16 July
Friday 30 July
Friday 13 August
Friday 27 August

Albert Victor A
Coach and Horses
Gayton Social
West Lynn A
Clenchwarton B
Castleacre

Albert Victor League Div, 4 — Capt: Sheila Walker (570094)

Terrington Mem
bye

Wootton New Inn
Clenchwarton A
Runcton Holme
River Lane

Home

Away
Home
Home
Home

*Start 6,45 pm

Friday 18 June
Friday 2 July
Friday 16 July
Friday 30 July
Friday 13 August
Friday 27 August

#Start 6.30 pm

River Lane
Gaywood Park B
Sandringham B
Watlington
Terrington Mem
bye

Home
Home
Away
Away
Home
Home
Home*

Away
Home
Away
Home
Home
Home#

Home
Away
Home
Home
Home
Home

Away
Home
Away
Away
Away




FEATHERS HOTEL
Dersingham - Norfolk
TEL/Fax 01485 540207
. E-Mail-feathershotel@btclick.com
www.thefeathershotel.co.uk

Bring the family and enjoy the friendly service
New menus served throughout Restaurant,
Bars and Garden
Pond Garden available for special occasions

All Outside Catering and Bars provided
*

Call in or ring for menus

For a more personal approach
to Home & Contents Insurance

Call your local agent on 01760 724888

Norfolk West
23 Turbine Way
Swaftham
PE37 7XD

The feeling is NFU Mutual™

NFU Mutual is a member of the General Insurance Standards Council
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Dersingham Tennis Club

The Tennis Club offers membership to anyone who 1s interested in playing
friendly tennis, but also to those who may aspire to playing in the North West
Norfolk League. The club is casual, friendly, and desperately looking for new
members to play on the two fabulous floodlit courts, which are very underused. The
fate of these courts is in jeopardy, as the facility is not bringing in enough income to
break even, causing the Sports Ground Committee to consider the future of the area.
It would be a terrible shame for the village to lose this facility. Currently, club nights
are Wednesday and Thursday — 6 to 7.30 pm for Juniors — 7.30 to 9 pm for Seniors,
although others may play in those times dependant on numbers. Sunday is also club
day — 10am to 1 pm — with the first 1" hours being prioritised for Juniors. The fees
are: Juniors £15: Single Members £20: Couples £30: Families £40. That’s for 6
months, which could be as little as 30p for an hour’s tennis!

The tennis club is supporting the extremely successful mini-tennis programme
where, currently, there are 25 children enjoying coaching. Whilst there are no
vacancies at present, we are hoping that some of these children will continue playing
tennis into Junior Membership. For further information contact:

Rosie Russell — Secretary Dersingham Tennis Club — 01485 543118

Carole Brown Health Centre Patient Participation Group
By Tom Morris, Chairman CBHC PPG

Over 50 patients and staff attended the April meeting of the PPG and it was a
pleasure to have Dr M Kenny, Dr L Deol and Mr G Dickerson present to express
their views and to answer the queries of members. Mr Dickerson confirmed that
progress was being made, in consultation with the Primary Care Trust, with plans to
develop new premises at Dersingham for the Health Centre. It is their wish that the
services available at Dersingham should be expanded so that procedures that would
normally mean the use of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital facilities can be conducted
locally. A one-stop centre providing all the health and social care facilities in one
location is the ultimate aim. The community will be provided with further
information on developments as and when it becomes available. Following a very
favourable financial report by the treasurer, the PPG decided to allocate £6000 of its
funds to acquire additional equipment for the Carole Brown Health Centre. The
funds will be used to buy an additional Cardiac Defibrillator, an ECG Machine and a
Pulse Oximeter. These acquisitions will considerably enhance the facilities available
to the staff as they seek to provide us with a high standard of healthcare.

The PPG is grateful to Rev Len Mathews for agreeing to allow future meetings to
be held at St Cecilia’s Church. [t is encouraging that the Health Centre premises are
no longer adequate to accommodate the numbers now attaining PPG meetings. Long
may it continue!

The Annual Meeting of the PPG will be held at St Cecilia’s Church during July
on a date that will be announced in due course.
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A.S.K. FRAMES &
Things

Picture Framing Specialists

Gifts, Cards, Clocks,
Batteries, Photoframes

CHRISTYANA FABRICS
& BLINDS
For Curtains & Soft Furnishings
HAVE MOVED TO
40 Lynn Road, Dersingham
OPEN
Mon to Fri 9-4 Sats 9-2

Half price fabric all year round
Making-up service at competitive rates

61 Manor Road Free quotations and fitting service -
DERSINGHAM no obligations

Tel: 01485 540292 I 01485 541111 07743 052897

Lynn News Eastern Daily Press Evening News

Your local correspondent is Sarah Crowe
sarahcrowe(@btopenworld.com

Tel/Fax 01485 541968

Red Pumps Garage

Vehicle Repair & Maintenance Specialists

* Service and Repair to ALL Makes and Models
« Class 4 MOTs - Petrol, Diesel & Catalyst

« Brake Safety Centre

= Air Conditioning Specialists

« Diagnostic Specialists

» All Work Guaranteed and Competitively Priced

Telephone: 01485 540458
Fax: : 01485 544417 Email: redpumps@onetel.net.uk
86 Chapel Road Dersingham
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A regular reader. who discovered it in the Autumn 2001 copy of “This England”,
has submitted the following poem, which is credited to John Rendall. who was
employed as a messenger in Australia House, London, at the time of its first known
publication around 1960 (40 years ago) and before entry into the common Market!)

We’re Not Britain Anymore!

Where is the British spirit that made this country great?
Why are we lacking in prestige and losing fate of late?
Why are we just a country that only Americans adore?

We 're just a part of Europe — we 're not Britain anymore!

Who led the world in shipping? Who led the world in trade?
Whose money was respected wherever it was made?
We are no longer trusted as in the days of yore
We 're just a part of Europe — we 're not Britain anymore!

The position now is changing, for we no longer rule,
And to be proud of being British is just to be a fool.
So join yourself to Europe and make our nation sore. ..
We're just a part of Europe — we 're not Britain anymore!

They’re altering the money that we have known for years,
To buy in dollars and cents near drives this man to tears.
We’'ll have to drive upon the right “ere very long I'm sure
We 're just a part of Europe — we re not Britain anymore!

So farewell to all things British, traditions old and new,
The way of life we’ve known and loved, we bid them all adieu.
An insignificant little island off the Continent’s western shore

We 're just a part of Europe — we 're not Britain anymore!

St George Remembered

Neighbours in Chestnut Close, a tiny cul-de-sac of six bungalows off Old all
Drive, gathered for the seventh year in succession to celebrate St George's Day with
friends from other parts of the village. In a real community effort, for which the close
is noted, they decorated the roadside with Union and Cross of St George flags and
red and white balloons, and provided a generous lunch and wine befitting the
occasion. As it was a perfect sunny day, the gathering filled the back lawn of number
five.

The vicar, the Rev Ron Elverson, who had earlier conducted a special St George's
Day Holy Communion service in the parish church, was among the guests. He gave a
short talk on the significance of England’s much-neglected patron saint, who “The
Chestnutters” feel is worth honouring every 23 April.

Bryvan Tann
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M F Refrigeration

Domestic Refrigeration Specialists

=

Fridges, freezers and fridge/freezers

3“!1
Building

Mended, bought and sold ?
Services

01485 541539 ’ Telephone : 01485 543806

M J SYSTEMS Carpet&
BURGLAR ALARMS | Upholstery Cleaning

Looking for security?
then call us now
for your free estimate
Burglar alarm installations
CCTV & Door Entry Clean Tech
All work guaranteed
Tel: 01485 544215 or

07711 959183 01485 609223
Don’t delay - Call us today! 07746 833228

Call for a quote on your suite

CARLTON’S SOLID FUEL
SMOKELESS & OPEN FIRE FUELS

APPROVED COAL MERCHANT
GREAT MASSINGHAM

QUALITY FUELS

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
NEXT DAY DELIVERY IF REQUIRED

FOR A QUOTE OR TO ORDER
TEL: 01485 520637 or 07780 776576
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Rogue Telephone Callers

At the April meeting of the Parish Council attention was drawn to the fact that
many people have been ‘conned’ by giving information on the telephone to
unsolicited callers. Police advice is that you should NEVER give any personal
details to anyone who may ring you. NO BANK will ever contact you to request
your name, address, account number, PIN, password, etc. and if you are asked for
these by somebody who has called vou, do not give this information! Many of those
who have fallen for this approach have discovered later that their bank accounts have
been raided, often finding that they have lost the bulk of their life savings. If you DO
receive such a call it is advisable to notify the Police.

Street Lighting in the Village
The Parish Council have been undertaking a survey of the street lighting around
the village and are in the process of undertaking necessary repairs, etc.. Having said
this, it would be greatly appreciated if you could report any damage to the light
fittings, or when you notice any particular lamp which is not working. Any

comments, giving the location of the post in question, should be notified to the
Parish Clerk on 541465.

Norfolk Constabulary '
Western Mobile Police Station
Staffed by Public Enquiry Officers Linda Forder, Peter Duncan and PC
Christopher Howes, the Mobile Police Station will be stationed in Budgens car park
on the
18 June, between the hours of 10.00 am and 12 noon.
Services include; Advice, Crime recording, Information, Lost and found property,
Crime prevention advice and literature and Liaison with community groups.
Useful contact telephone numbers are;
Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111 and Norfolk Constabulary: 01953 424242

Carpet Bowis
Don’t be a Couch Potato

A Carpet Bowls Club is being started on Tuesday Nights from 7 pm till 9 pm at
the Community Centre in Dersingham.

A coffee evening is planned for Tuesday 15 June so that you can come along,
have coffee and watch the game being played. You can also try it out for yourself.
There are no restrictions - anyone can play.

The club will start up on Tuesday 29 June.

For further information contact Alan 01485 544883 Angela 01485 541397
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Sandringham View - What’s in a Name?
KERRICH CLOSE

SAMUEL KERRICH was rector of St Nicholas Church from 1729 to 1768,
being one of three members of the Kerrich family to have served in this post during
the 18th and 19th century, and all of whom are buried in the chancel of the church.

Samuel’s son, Thomas, is noted for the fact that he was a watercolour artist
whose sketch of the font in the church (held with others in the British Museum) was
used when it became necessary to restore the font.

Further details of the family can be found in the Dersingham Reference Library
(on request) in a book entitled “Notes on the History of Dersingham”, which were
contributed to the Parish Magazine by W M Lewis MIA, who was the vicar of
Dersingham from 1910 to 1923, and whose notes were brought together in a
typewritten manuscript in 1937, This is a fascinating book which offers an absorbing
insight into the history of the village and its church, and includes many items such
as extracts from wills and accounts during the period which was researched.

/ THE WEST NORFOLK CARERS PROJECT \
“THINKING OF YOU~”

OUR AIM IS TO CONTACT, TALK WITH AND IMPROVE THE HEALTH AND QUALITY OF LIFE
FOR CARERS IN WEST NORFOLK

IN WEST NORFOLK WE KEEP IN TOUCH WITH CARERS IN THE FOLLOWING WAYS:

Regular Newsletters Visits to Rural Communities in West
Home Visits Norfolk

Carers Groups

Provide Training in Specialised Skills Breaks through social Activities
Weekly Coffee Shop

Weekly Complementary Therapy Sessions Providing a Point of Contact to Answer
Carers Forum Queries

IF WE CAN HELP YOU PLEASE GIVE US A CALLAT:
The Deaf Centre, Railway Road, King's Lynn
\ Telephone: 01553 768155 Jane Evans - Carers Co-ordinator /

=S

( St Nicholas Church
Dersingham

Proudly Present

The Phoenix Singers
Saturday June 12th 7.30 pm

With Buffet Supper

k Tickets £4.00 from Members of the Social Committee
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Young People of Dersingham-
We know you are there and we want to hear from you!

Are vou aged 11 to 18?7
Would you like to have a say in what happens in Dersingham?

It would help with future plans for Dersingham if you could take the time to answer a
few questions.

Where do you go for fun/leisure/sports activities?

What should be provided for young people in Dersingham?

How old are you? Are you male/female?*
(*Please delete as appropnate.)

Would you like to be involved in the decision making process in Dersingham?

If you are interested, please let us have your name and address, and a contact telephone
number. These details will only be used for the purposes of the questionnaire and to
arrange a meeting for the young people who express an interest in forming a Youth

Group in Dersingham.

Name

Address

Contact Telephone Number

Please return completed forms to: The Parish Council Office, Manor Road, Dersingham.
If you have any queries on the content of this questionnaire, please telephone Sue
Payne, Chair, Strategic Development Committee, on 540538

b
th
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The War of the Shrubs

The big blousy purple flowers of Rhododendron ponticum make a colourful
display in our local woods in the early summer. They are not a British native plant
and are found in the wild around the Black Sea with isolated populations in Iberia.
They were introduced to large estates in this country from Spain or Portugal in the
late eighteenth century for ornamentation or, more recently, game cover. It could be
claimed that they are merely re-colonizing old habitats because analysis of pre-glacial
pollen from Ireland has shown that they were found there between thirty and forty
thousand years ago. Unfortunately, they are far from innocuous members of our flora
and should be seen as aggressive thugs rather than exotic beauties. They are
particularly troublesome on some of our richest wildlife sites such as the heath and
bog of the Dersingham Nature Reserve. Rhododendron ponticum grows well on the
impoverished acidic soils of the reserve because the roots are supplied with extra
nutrients by symbiotic fungal mycorrhizae normally associated with their ericaceous
cousins the heathers. Heathers are a major part of heathland habitats and provide a
plentiful source of this fungus for the invading rhododendrons. The main threat to
wildlife comes from the shading effect of the dense stands that can soon destroy the
diverse heath and bog ecosystems. Shading is not the only weapon in their armoury
because the plants also produce poisons (phenols in the buds to discourage
invertebrates and deterpenes in the leaves to ward off herbivores). There is a human
illness that goes by the glorious name of “Mad Honey Disease” (a short term cardiac
and intestinal condition rarely fatal) caused by eating honey produced from
rhododendron flowers. This illness was first recorded nearly two and a half thousand
years ago — worth considering if you keep honeybees in the village. It is also believed
that the toxins actually poison the ground and can prevent other plants from growing
even after the rhododendrons are removed. The spread of Rhododendron ponticum
accelerated with the decline of the large country estates and the loss of staff to control
them following the First World War. Killing rhododendrons is not easy, as any of the
Dersingham residents who have been involved in the backbreaking *slash and burn’
days on the reserve can testify. New growth soon sprouts up after the rhododendrons
have been cut down. The use of powerful herbicides is the only sure way of killing
them and even then complete coverage is required and the chemical needs special
additives to break through the tough waxy coating of the leaves.

In the interest of balance, | should end by saying something nice about
Rhododendron ponticum, particularly since complete eradication is unlikely. The
local rhododendrons by the roadside do not do much harm and actually provide a
home for more foreign imports - some spectacularly coloured golden pheasants. These
shy birds are always a treat to see and it would be a shame if they were to become
homeless.

Perhaps the lesson to be learnt from this tale is that beautiful flowers aren’t
always good and toxic chemicals aren’t always bad. David Bingham
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VILLAGE VOICE HOLIDAY PRIZE COMPETITION
A reminder that you can win a prize for sending a holiday postcard

You have the opportunity to win one of three prizes donated by local businesses.

A £20 voucher for a meal for two at the Feathers Hotel will go the person who
sends to the Editor what is considered by the Judges to be the most BORING
postcard of the season! The runner-up will win a box of chocolates supplied by
Dersingham Post Office. A £10 voucher to use at Thaxter’s Garden Centre will go to
the sender of the postcard which is judged to be sent from the furthest point from
Dersingham. Entries should be addressed to Village Voice Postcard Competition,
Parish Council Office. The Police Station, Manor Road, Dersingham PE31 6LH to
arrive by Wednesday 8th September 2004. Winners will be announced in Issue 30
dated 13th October. It has been arranged that all the entries will be displayed at the
Library following the selection of the winners.

/ Gardens open for charity \
THE NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME
Garden Open

Woodwynd, 6 Dodds Hill Road, Dersingham

Sunday 25 July - 11 am to 5§ pm
Admission £2.50 - Children Free (Share to Tapping House Hospice)
Light refreshments and teas - No dogs - Plants - Wheelchair access
\ www.ngs.org.uk - Reg Charity No:279284 )

Be On the Lookout
SUMMER FAYRE & GARDEN SHOW
PARK HOUSE SANDRINGHAM
SUNDAY 11 JULY 2004i07

Park House at Sandringham will be opening the house and gardens to everyone
for their Annual Summer Fayre & Garden Show on Sunday 11 July, from 2.00 pm

Everyone is welcome to come and enjoy a good fun afternoon for all the family,
all ages. Side stalls, Tombola, Games (and Prizes), a Street Organ, Sandringham
Fire Engine (and crew!), a Display Team from King’s Lynn Gym Club, and a
Refreshment Tent are all lined up — with more to be organised.

Especially for children under 12 years.

A Garden Show is being run jointly with two local schools. Anyone interested in
further details of this for their children or grandchildren should contact Lorna Dady
at Park House.

Look out for further news later in June. There will be posters on notice boards
and shops everywhere in the village.

Or vou can contact Reception at Park House by ringing (01485) 543000.
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THE WHEATSHEAF INN

5 Lynn Road, Heacham, King's Lynn, Norfolk, PE31 7HJ &

Freehouse Proprietors: Anthony & Stella Gooch

* Freshly cooked food available all day

Last food orders:

Mon-Sat 11.30 pm and Sun 10.30 pm

A la Carte Restaurant and quality wine list
Garden and bar food available

Morning coffee and afternoon teas

Function Room bookings for both private and corporate events (including garden

areas)

Suntrap beer garden and play area (rear)

Most credit/debit cards accepted and cash back available on debit cards

SUMMER OPENING

(Starts Easter Weekend)
SUN: 12 noon - 10.30 pm
MON - SAT: Il am- 11 pm

WINTER OPENING
(Starts 1 January)
Telephone for confirmation

(@© Gary Rushmore Flooring
(@ )

We have a large range of carpet & vinyl
samples

superb selection of roll ends, mats &
runners

Free measuring & estimates, without
obligation

Exceptional service at a price vou’ll like

Please visit our showroom at 55 Station Rd
Heacham

Opening hours 92.30 am to 4.00 pm
Mon to Sat (closing 1.00 pm to 2.00 pm

lunchtimes and all day Wednesday)
or call Gary Rushmore

S

Tel 01485 572202 or 0789 9794262 V),
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A Bit of a Scorcher
by Dick Melton of Sunny Hunny

Phillip (Joe) Painter was not a tall man, about 5 foot four, stocky, with a weather-
beaten face, he lived with his wife, Edna, and family, just after the Second World
War, in the end cottage of four called Pleasant Place. right next to the open common
in Lynn Road, Dersingham.

Joe was a real handyman, bricklayer, plumber, carpenter and, most of all,
chimney sweep. He swept the chimneys at Sandringham House, all 365 of them, and
every day he could be seen from dawn to dusk going around the village with his tools
and brushes, going off to do a job for someone.

Joe had a very long garden, about 80 yards long, each side of the path he grew
the largest pansies you had ever seen. If you said to him “how do you grow them like
that?" he would say “Soot!” In a shed in his garden he kept a collection of over 300
goe”’sunders (sic) (chamber pots). But the thing that Joe was most famous for were
his terrific bonfires on the 5 November.

Joe would start to build his bonfire at the top end of his garden just after Easter,
his recipe for success was old rubber tyres, opposite Joe's house was Eric Hyner’s
Garage, so Eric would let him have all his old tyres, and by the time the big night
got here the bonfire would be huge, taking up the whole of the top end of Joe’s
garden. Once it was alight it could be seen everywhere and people would come from
all over the village to look at it. Of course us boys knew what would eventually
happen, a spark from the fire would set light to the common! The fire brigade, which
had its station in Miss Mann’s old barn at the top of Heath Road, would be called,
but first they would stop at Joe’s and have a cup of tea (or something!), then they
would set to and put the fire out in the common.

On most bonfire nights the wind would be from the North, keeping the flames
away from the houses, but I remember one year the wind was blowing from the
South, and when Joe got up next morning the heat from the fire had put a crack in
his outside wall from top to bottom, but this did not worry Joe, when he got time he
filled the crack in with cement, shingle-dashed over it, and it looked quite nice.

Over the years we had a lot of fires on the common, fen and “shut-up’ common,
but that’s another story.

SAMARITANS
What is the difference between YOU and a Samaritan?
About 4 hours a week.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

To find out more about us please ring 01553 761616
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Chartered Taxation Advisers
Chartered Accountants
Chartered Certified Accountants

! Registered Auditors

We are a local firm specialising in taxation and financial matters
for individuals and families

Jubilee House, Jubilee Court, Dersingham, PE31 6HH

Tel: (01485) 540295
Fax: (01485) 544469 '
E-Mail: advice@burrells.demon.co.uk

SRR R RN RN

AID auto repairs
Wofor Ue!;.ir;gz (g:cj:'neerj

5 Bank Roao, DersinaHAM, King's Lynn, NorFoLx PE31 6HW

TeLerHoNE: (01485) 540039

VericLe Repair & MAINTENANCE SERVICES
® Cars ® LigHT Commerciars @ Moton CycLes @

MOT Test CenTRE AID
% Approved by the Ministry of Transport ,.::,:::s

:'---------lllll_:'
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ST GEORGE’'S SCHOOL NEWS

In September St George's will become a junior school and its new name will
officially be Dersingham St George's (CE) Junior School. Although we will be sorry
to lose our year 7 pupils and will miss all that they have contributed to the life of the
school we are excited at the prospect of becoming a junior school and admitting year
3 pupils.

The school at present is a hive of activity getting ready for September with
classrooms being decorated. carpeted and new furniture and resources being
purchased. The teachers are well ahead with planning the curriculum for our New
Year group. Policies and strategies are being reviewed so that everything will be
ready for September.

This term in school is always a busy one with examinations. sports activities,
creative arts day, sponsored walk, science theatre in school, visits, a summer musical
performance and much more. Parents are invited to join us for many of these events
and are sent information in the monthly newsletter. Parents and the local community
are invited to join us at our annual end of term celebration, Midsummer Madness, on
Monday 12 July starting at 6.30pm, when the children will be singing, dancing and
performing in a talent show. There will be a barbeque, a bouncy castle and many
stalls. This is always a very popular family event.

Dates from St George’s
7 July year 6 pupils visit Smithdon
7 July year 2 and 3 pupils visit St George's
8 July year 7 pupils visit Smithdon
16 July school closes for the summer holiday

Sandringham Lodge No 10499
King's Lynn & District Province
Royal Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes

On Tuesday evening 20 April 2004, at the Community Centre, Dersingham,
King's Lynn, the members of the Sandringham Lodge of the King's Lynn & District
Province, led by Bro’ Ken Conley ROH (one of the founder members of the lodge)
presented £634 to the Norfolk & Norwich Association for the blind represented by
Mrs Joan Thomas and Mrs Sue Bird. The majority of the money was raised by
weekly donations by the lodge members over the previous six months. This is a
wonderful effort by all concerned. since the average membership of the lodge is only
seven per meeting. New members are always welcome and can make enquiries by
contacting Alan Bridges on 01485 541364.

The next full Parish Council Meeting will be held
on Monday 28 June in First and Nursery School at 7pm
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Dark Side Technologies Ltd

iblisl

Dark Side Technologies Ltd | Sy

Unit 4, Hill House Farm, Mill Road, Dersingham, Norfolk, PE31 6HY 3
Tel: 01485 544546 Fax: 543964 Email: sales @ d-s-t.co.uk - www.d-s-t.co.uk" Ly e
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GaROADBAND W”
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@ Very High Speed - up fo 4 times faster downloading than normal WNCB.net

ADSL Broadband and 40 times foster than modem.

Sending speed up to 12 times faster than ADSL Unit 4, Hill House Farm,

® 20 mb web hosting. ® 20 mb email space (10 boxes) Mill Road, Dersinghar,
® E-mail Anti Virus Protection and Firewalls provided Tel: 01485 § 4:.?:1'0:::,?4]3:::
® Low cost helpdesk provided locally. . : "
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Royal Sandringham Estate Sawmill
Sandringham Sawmill, Sandringham, Norfolk

RANGE OF HIGH QUALITY
45 mm THICK LOG CABINS
IDEAL FOR ANY BACK GARDEN

L]
Poevecccscscssssscscsssnnene®

DECKING TABLE & CHAIRS BIRD TABLES TRELLIS
PANELS FLOWER BOXES LOG ROLLS GATES

ALL TIMBERS ARE PRESSURE TREATED
WE ALSO SELL:
FENCING PANELS RUSTIC POLES ARCHES MACHINED POLES
01485 543641 FAX 01485 543239
OPEN 0730 CLOSE 1600 HRS SAT 0800 CLOSE 1200 HRS
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Driving for the Heacham & District Community Car Scheme

M Mann describes what is entailed as a volunteer driver for the Community Car
Scheme:

As one of a team of drivers, | may be contacted once or perhaps several times a
week, asking whether I am available at a particular time and date, to provide
transport. | always have the right to say yes or no, according to what suits me. In fact
I frequently say no! However when | have time to spare. | volunteer happily and
surprise, surprise, helping someone is rewarding and at times fun!!

This is the strength of the scheme. the drivers only work when convenient to
them. Provided there are enough of us, the co-ordinator on duty will almost always
find a driver that is available. Travel arrangements are normally agreed only up to
24 hours ahead. so we do not have to commit to “days’ in advance and we are paid
expenses. Why don’t you join? You never know when the need might be yours and
not someone else’s! The office telephone number is 01485 544544

“What's On” for children this summer
at Dersingham Library?

This year's Summer Reading Game Theme
is the “Reading Rollercoaster™, so watch out
for the special themed events.

Children can collect stickers for their
special game folders, as they read books
throughout the summer. As always the aim of
the promotion is to encourage children to
read and to have fun. Last vear 99 children
took part in the game, and this year we want
to beat that figure!

Storytimes will be held on 5 August, 2.30
to 3.30 pm and on 26 August from 2.30 to
3.30pm. Under 7s must be accompanied by an
adult.

[
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News from the First and Nursery School

There are lots of very special things happening this term for our children. Our
Year 3 children have just had a super time at How Hill Field Study Centre on the
Broads where they had the opportunity to learn about the environment, the
traditional Norfolk crafts of thatching, reed cutting and weaving and enjoy time
away together. Our Year 2 children visited Houghton Hall Education Centre as they
took part in a new environmental project there and our Year 1 children have enjoyed
a day of arts and crafts connected to animals, which was lots of fun. Our younger
children visited Park Farm, Pets at Home and Dinosaur World as part of their topic
work. There are also a number of special things planned for our Year 2 and 3
children in preparation for their transfer to their new school in September. It’s good
to work so closely with St George’s School to make their transfer a successful and
seamless one. Congratulations goes to Harry Sutton who designed our new school
logo ready for when we become Dersingham Infant and Nursery School in
September and to our five runners up too. Watch out for the new logo on our school
sweatshirts, it is a lovely logo depicting our children enjoying the environment with
their friends. Jackie Austin, Headteacher

Dersingham Junior Flower Club

Our Junior Flower Club recently entered the East of England Area Association of
Flower Arranging celebration — 50 Golden Years™ at a flower show held at
Newmarket.

The results were extremely good with 8-12 years Gold Award to Hannah
Redwood and Best in Class Silver Charlotte Reeve. Georgina Mulligan, Charlotte
Boughen. Bronze Fennella Thompson, Page Havers. Madelaine Hodges Special
Mention Laylar Holland, Emily Holt, Olivia Hodges. Bethany Perry, Charlotte Dady.

Class 12-16 years Silver Jasmine Boughen. They entered a decorated fan that
had to be made from card and decorated with natural plant material in the form of a
collage. Hannah Redwood was awarded a cup to be held for 1 Year. The collages
were on show at the Parish Council Open Day in April.

Annual Parish Meeting

A balmy evening did nothing to attempt the residents of Dersingham from their
homes to attend the Annual Parish Meeting held at St Cecilia’s Church on 17 May.
Keeping company with 15 members of the Parish, Borough and County Councils
were just 4 members of the public who received reports from all the council
Committees, Dersingham United Charities and an update on the Village Plan.
Questions asked and answered included the subjects of: the Churchyard upkeep,
waste disposal, uncompleted works by the County Council and the progress of the
Village Website. The poor attendance suggests that the vast majority of residents are
completely satisfied with the performance of the Parish Council.

AB
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Personality Profile

I read with interest the feedback from the Village Voice
queﬁnonnalre and noticed that someone said they would like to
A see more articles about village *personalities’ for example school
staff. Well, although I wouldn't call myself a ‘village personality’
I thought I would respond to that request and start the ball rolling
by offering a pen portrait of myself with the hope that others may
follow suit in future editions.

I have been Headteacher of Dersingham First and Nursery
School since September 2001, a job that | am thoroughly
enjoying. Prior to coming to this village | was Headteacher of The Norman Church of
England Primary School in Northwold for six years. | have always wanted to be a
teacher ever since the day | started school at the age of five when I first saw the
inside of my teacher’s stock cupboard and | have been fascinated with stock
cupboards ever since! | have been a qualified teacher for 30 years but took an eight-
year career break when my two daughters were born. They are now in their mid
twenties and have flown the nest, but both live in Norfolk so we see them regularly
which is lovely.

My job takes a huge amount of my time but I strive hard to maintain a healthy
work/life balance and have always encouraged my colleagues and the children to do
the same. My largest out of school commitment is in my work connected to the
church as a Christian. 1 am a Methodist Local Preacher and regularly take services in
the King’s Lynn Circuit and indeed have also taken a service at Dersingham
Methodist Chapel too. I am the Christian Aid co-ordinator for my church and also
work on the Outreach and Fund Raising Committees. 1 keep physically fit by
exploring the cycle paths of the area and getting up for an early morning walk before
school, well most days! I enjoy reading travel and local history books, doing
crossword puzzles and collecting old education books especially Janet and John
reading books. | am a member of the Eddie Stobart Fan Club, which involves logging
vehicle names and number plates and visiting depots to watch lorries being washed
and repaired! Sad, | know! To my knowledge there is only one other Eddie Stobart
fan in the village, but maybe there are more! 1 also enjoy holidays off the beaten track
in the remoter areas of Britain especially the Scottish islands.

My philosophy both in teaching and in other areas of my life is that ‘only the
best will do” and [ strive hard to maintain that standard in my personal and
professional life. It’s a joy to lead the team at Dersingham First and Nursery School
as we focus on giving the children the best possible start to their education and to
make this village school a place to be proud of. A special thank you to all those who
give of their time and talents to support everything we do, it is much appreciated.

Jackie Austin  Headteacher of Dersingham First and Nursery School




DERSINGHAM MOTOR GROUP

Richard Farrow
Offering all aspects of service to the car owner
Car Sales - Servicing - Repairs - Body Repairs - MOTS - Tyres - Exhausts -Batteries
New and Used Car Parts for All Models
Hill House Farm, Mill Road, Dersingham, King’s Lynn PE31 6HY
Tel: 01485 543543 Partsline: 01485 540400

E-mail:dersmotors@aol.com

Car Collection/Delivery Service

PC TRAINING & PA SERVICES
5 Lynn Road, Heacham, Norfolk, PE31 7HU

Mobile: 07788 645157
Email: stella.gooch@virgin.net

June Stephenson asks me to
point out an important
omission in her recipe for
Oatmeal Porridge in the April
issue which was that the
oatmeal should be SOAKED

Is the computer age leaving you behind? No matter
how old you are it is never too late to leam - whether
you are a complete beginner or leamer-improver.
Flexible times arranged to suit for personal tuition on

OVERNIGHT IN THE
LIQUID. otherwise the result
will be inedible!

your own computer!

Carpet-Fitting-Service
SuppLIERS OF QuALITY
CArPETs AND UNDERLAYS

TEL JOHN TAYLOR
01485 544419
or 07889 403878

HOME SELECTION SERVICE
Estimating - Planning & Fitting Service

S & T
ComputerS

New Top Brand Name Computers
and Accessories
In-Car GPS Navigation Systems
Upgrades and Repairs
Intemet and Email
Convenient Home Visits

Tel: 01485 520905
Mob: 07714465076

E-mail: s_toompulefs@blonenwodd.com|
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A Love Affair With Norfolk
Valerte Goodsell © 2002/3

It must be nearly thirty years since | emigrated from Kent to Norfolk, and yet |
still feel as if I am on holiday. It is such a wonderful county and I never fail to
appreciate the ordered farmland. I love to watch a plough turning the land, which
gleams black and wet in the wintry sun. Scores of gulls wheel and dive into the neat
furrows, screeching joyfully as they plunder. 1 still feel excitement at the first
glimpse of the sea as I drive into Hunstanton, but the biggest thrill of all is to hear
the honking of geese which announce the imminent arrival of wobbling skein, after
skein of birds — sometimes in their tens of thousands — as they fly home across the
vast and amazing sunset skies. Every time I hear their sound, I rush out to watch,
always feelings tingles of awe, and wonder how men can shoot them.

We had been informed by a southernised Norfolk man prior to our move that we
would not be welcomed and never be accepted. so | was prepared for hostility. At
first, we received polite reserve, which lasted a few weeks until suddenly, gifts were
left on our wall, smiles, and huge warmth, were wrapped around us. I have never
known such kindness in my life and it never stops. Our first home was an old
carrstone property at the back of Snettisham quarry — a place lost in time. Part of the
old works of the quarry — gone now — had become overgrown and the cliffs
(wonderful illicit climbs for the children) hung garlanded with flowers, while
tangled ivy dripped from gnarled trees. It was a magical place where we were sure
elfin folk lived, so left out saucers of cream just in case. Once, Billy, our neighbour’s
goat, slipped off the edge of the wooded clitf and dangled on his chain overnight.
After his rescue, he carried on browsing, as if his dive into the abyss was par for the
course, his weird devil eyes searching for succulents, his stench rank in the midst of
the fairy glade. In the village stood a large chestnut tree, under which each day a
number of cheery Norfolk centenarians lay recumbent in their ancient bath chairs —
the kind with the curved iron stick up the middle. They “oohed” and “ahhed’, in
accents | couldn’t understand, while they watched the ebb and flow of village life
around them. Their cackles were muted by the stretch of chestnut leaves shading
them from the hot noon sun.

When I went to order some coal, I was ushered into a miniscule kitchen, to be
confronted by a surreal cameo: Propped up by pillows, sat ‘Granddad’ — well over a
hundred - in his cast iron bed that was wedged in between an ancient ‘butler’s’ sink
and an equally archaic cooker. He grinned toothlessly at me, keen for flirtation, and |
obliged, delighted to be part of this lost-in-time scenario. This was the first of many
a friendship with old sages, who regaled me with fascinating stories of their
childhood and country lore, lost now to modern living. Nowadays real longevity in
these parts does not seem so common — pollution taking its toll, I guess. | have a
love affair with Norfolk, which to me is gentle, kind and always beautiful, with
constant surprise up its colourful sleeve. I believe this essence will always remain,
whatever else time may change.
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Not So Boring After All
by Kathy Jordan © 6 May 2004

“Oh! It’s all so flat and boring”,
Outsiders often say,
But Norfolk has such hidden heights,
To take your breath away.

From *Beeston Bump’ at Sheringham,
View poppy fields galore,
Or climb Dodds Hill at Dersingham,
To watch the Wash's shore.

The sunsets there go unsurpassed,
With Sandringham below,
There’s much to please the visitor —
A craft or country show.

From the Wind Turbine at Swaffham,
Survey superb terrain,
Soon from Yarmouth’s Nelson’s Column,*
See silver sands again.

The gentle slopes of Peddar’s Way,
Can have great impact too,
Like wildlife filled salt marshes near,
Seasides with lots to do.

A scenic boat trip on the Broads —
How horizontal’s that?
For those old peat “digs’ ooze wonders,
To make you ‘eat your hat’!

Think all those drab and dreary still?
(And I've only named a few),
Well then you’re the one that’s boring,
So good riddance now to you!!!

* I used to climb Nelson’s Column at Great Yarmouth as a child. on holidays from
Northamptonshire, and the views were outstanding. I believe the column is to be restored with
Heritage Lottery money, so hopefully everyone will be able to enjoy this uplifting experience.
Every place, anywhere, has much of interest, if only you dig below the surface.
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Greenish Fingers’ Garden Notebook

On 17 March | planted my first early potatoes through black polypropylene
sheeting, cutting a cross slit for each tuber, dropping it into a 15¢cm hole, and filling
up with soil as usual. Today, 9 May, the potato plants look healthy, good and green
and about 30 cm tall. Fingers crossed for a good crop!

Robins have been in great voice for weeks. After reading David Bingham’s
*‘Birdsong’ (April issue), I tried to convince myself one evening at dusk that | heard
a nightingale. But then I saw, through the gloom, that it was a robin which filled the
air with sweet, ebullient song. It was like listening to the pure notes of a boy
soprano, making one catch one’s breath.

Our broad beans, The Sutton, are laden with fading flowers. | spent many
fascinating minutes, sometimes sitting for half an hour, watching bumblebees taking
nectar and pollen from them. (The joys of being a pensioner!) The most popular
flowers in our April garden have been those of grape hyacinths, forget-me-nots,
broad beans and blackcurrants. In the apple blossom red-tailed and buff-tailed
bumblebee queens have been buzzing, assiduously searching for pollen to place
beside their eggs in their nests, and nectar to build up their strength for further egg
production. Soon we’ll see mostly the smaller worker bees, all being busy until they
drop.

In summer the garden is full of wild marjoram, which seems to send all kinds of
bees into ecstasies! It’s an easy plant to establish, a great self-seeder and spreader,
especially in the sun. I've noticed that gatekeeper butterflies prefer its small flowers
to even the fattest, most deliciously scented buddleia davidii.
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Days of Destiny in Dersingham
Hosted by King’s Lynn Christian Fellowship

June 22" to 25", 2004
Tues 22" — Destiny for Youth at Dersingham First School (next to surgery)
Fun Night including band, decks, dance and drama and also featuring "Bob & Daisy™!!!!
Wed 23" — Destiny Barbeque and Fun Night for everyone at Dersingham Recreation
Ground 6.30 — 9.00 pm. Fun, games, music and meet the team
Thurs 24" & Fri 25" — ‘Destined to Win’ Celebrations at Dersingham First School (next
to surgery)
God has a plan for our lives, come and join people who’s lives have been
transformed by the saving and healing power of God. Jesus Christ can do the same
for you.
Great music, guest artists, interviews, drama and life-changing message.

Day time events in conjunction with ‘Days of Destiny’

Ladies Lunch, 12 noon — 2.00 pm, Wed 23" at 68 Mountbatten Road, Dersingham
with guest speaker, Anneice Buckman, Florida, USA.
Alpha Taster. Find out more about the Christian faith — Thurs 24", 11 am — 12 pm
at 26 Duck Decoy Close, Dersingham.
For more information, telephone 01485 544553 or 01553 766333

VILLAGE PLAN

The Steering Group met on Wednesday 12th May, to approve the draft report.
With a few changes to layout, and the addition of some photographs, it will be ready
for presentation to the Parish Council at the June meeting.

I would like to express my thanks to Peter Box & Walter Blaney for their efforts
in writing the report, and also to the volunteers who helped form the questionnaire,
deliver and collect them, and lastly to the band of in putters who got the information
onto the computer programme. Without the help of these people, we could not have
produced the report and action plan.

Also at the meeting was Kevin Harrsion, WPP Architects, who is working on the
feasibility study for a new Village Centre. He displayed outline plans for each of the
three sites considered in the questionnaire, which had been submitted to the Borough
Planners for comment. Each site has limitations, and a lot will depend on what the
residents of Dersingham want from a new centre.

A copy of the final report will be delivered to every household in August. We
then plan to hold an open day in September this year to celebrate publication of the
report and action plan, and to ask the community what they would like to see in any
new Village Centre. This will enable us to get detailed plans drawn up for comment
by the planners, and potential user groups.

Sue Payne, Chair Village Plan Steering Group
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Open Gardens 2004

Perfect weather meant that this year's event was the best attended yet, with the
streets full of gardeners, roaming around with their maps, eagerly visiting the 11
gardens generously opening their gates to an appreciative public. The 3 tea points all
did a bumper trade - many thanks to those who caterered for the visitors! A splendid
figure of approximately £1180 was raised for St Nicholas’s Church by the
horticultural efforts of the participating gardeners.

The plant identifying competition was won by Mrs E. White of Dersingham. She
wins a prize of a portrait photograph, taken by local photographer Jo Jones, which
we hope will give her much pleasure.

Once again thank you to all those who made it such a good weekend.

Watch out for the announcement of 2005°s dates
in this magazine.
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Sandringham Windows

Mediterranean
A lean-to garden room or sun lounge is probably
the easiest way to achieve the conservatory dream
PYictorian/Edbwardian
The PVictorian Conservatory - classical English
besigns completely abaptable to suit all house styles
anb available in a wide range of variations

Tel: 01485 544488
www.sandringhamwindows .co. uk
FENSA

Wiiten details on request

61 Manor Road, Dersingham, King'’s Lynn

B

Finance available, subject to status
Reg No 13363

BEGINNERS ASTROLOGY
CLASSES IN HEACHAM
INTERACTIVE, FUN,
FASCINATING
LEARN HOW TO DRAW UP AND
INTERPRET YOUR HOROSCOPE
FROM THE PLANET POSITIONS
AT THE MOMENT OF YOUR BIRTH.
If you are not sure of the time you
were born, don’t worry
- it can be worked out.

For details, phone
Valerie Goodsell on 01485 571063

REIKI/SEICHEM TUITION
ATTUNEMENTS
and TREATMENTS
IN HEACHAM
REIKI/SEICHEM IS A POPULAR
FORM OF NATURAL HEALING

Learn how to treat yourself, your
family, friends and pets.
For details,
Phone Valerie Goodsell,
Reiki/Seichem Master
on 01485 571063

Healing - Relaxing - Increases Creativity
Cleanses the body of toxins & impurities

REFLEXOLOGY

Preventative - Stimulating - Energising
Aids Mobility - Improves Circulation
Luxurious Foot Massage

Clare Thomson micur

SPECIAL RATES AVAILABLE
Telephone 0779 505 7788

Age Concern

Age Concern will endeavour to help
anyone aged over 55 who needs help
about any problem.

The local Age Concern Information
Centre is at 16 High Street, Heacham
(telephone 579077, and is open
Mondays and Fridays 9.30 am to
12.30 pm
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DIARY OF NOTIFIED EVENTS
between this issue and the next
Full details of some of these events will be found inside this magazine

Day Date
TBA TBA July
Tue 15 June
Fri 18 June
Tue 22 Jun
23 June
23 June
24 June
24 June

24 June

F277%1

28 June
Tue 29 June

7 July

7 July
Thurs 8 July
Sun 11 July
Sat 12 July

14 July

16 July
22-25 July
Sun 25 July
Mon 26 July

11 Aug
Mon 25 July
Mon 26 July
Mon 26 July
Thurs 5 Aug
Wed 11 Aug
Thurs 26 Aug

Organisation

Event

Carole Browne Health Centre PPG AGM

Carpet Bowis Club
Norfolk Constabulary

King's Lynn Christian Fellowship
King's Lynn Christian Fellowship
King's Lynn Christian Fellowship
King's Lynn Christian Fellowship
King's Lynn Christian Fellowship
King's Lynn Christian Fellowship

Dersingham Parish Council
Carpet Bowls Club

St George's School

St. George's School

St. George's School

Park House Hotel

St Nicholas Church
Dersingham Village Voice
St George's School

St Nicholas Church
National Gardens Scheme
St Nicholas Church
Dersingham Village Voice

Dersingham Parish Council
Dersingham Parish Council
Dersingham Library
Dersingham Village Voice
Dersingham Library

Coffee Evening

Mobile Police Station
Destiny for Youth

Ladies Lunch

Destiny BBQ & Fun

Alpha Taster

Destined to Win

Destined to Win

Full Council Meeting

Club Opening Night

Year 6 Pupils to Smithdon
Year 2 & 3 to St.George's
Year 7 Pupils 1o Smithdon
Summer Fayre

Phoenix Singers
Deadline for copy

School Closes-Summer Hol

Flower Festival
Open Gardens
Flower Festival
Next Issue

Garden Open

Full Council Masting
Full Council Meeting
Storytimes

Date of publication

Storylimes

Venue

Surgery
Community Centre
Budgens Car Park
First School

68 Mountbatten
Recreation Ground
26 Duck Decoy
First School

First School

First School
Community Centre
Smithdon

St George's
Smithdon

Park House

St Nicholas Church
Council office

Various

6 Dodds Hill Rd
Various

In 'Citizen’

& Dodds Hill Road
First School

First School
Library

Citizen Newspaper
Library

Time

TBA

7-9 pm

10 am - 12 noon
pm

12-2pm

6.30 pm - 9pm

11 am-12 noon

from 7 pm

from 2 pm

7.30 pm

10 am - 7.30 pm
11 am-5pm

10 am - 4 pm
Delivery

11 am - 5 pm
from 7 pm

from 7 pm
2.30-3.20 pm

2.30-3.20 pm

Darren Does it Again!
It was reported in the Lynn News of 18 May that Darren Poucher had another
successful singing evening at a major charity event in Ipswich, the title of the event
being A Night in Las Vegas. 13-year old Darren of Station Road performed two
Elvis classics singing ‘The Wonder of You' with Paul Wranek (Elvis impersonator)
and singing solo the song ‘Burning Love’. Once again Darren had been invited to
appear in this event by the Make-a-Wish Foundation.

43



_—

N

R4t Thaxter led

Garden Centre & Coffee Shop

www.thaxters.co.uk

S PA R[N Keep it Local

Tel: 01485 540224
Food-To-Go order line: 01485 543593

« Hot food to take away
+ Sandwiches and Baguettes
« News and Magazines

« Lottery
« Fresh local Fruit and Veg
+ E-top up for your mobile

Open 7 am - 10 pm 7 days
Thaxters Garden Centre

HTA National

Garden Gift Tel: 01485 541514
Tokens

One of the finest selections of Jtalian and Dutch Nursery stock in West Norfolk.
Larsc selection of composts, sardcn ornaments and much more.

Open 8 am - 6 pm 7 days
& Goffee Shop
e

Why not come and relax after you have finished your visit to the
Garden Centre or Supermarket and try one of our renowned
home-made cakes or scones or come and have your funch from our
selection of home made dishes of the day.

Open 10 am - 5 pm 7 days

Tel: 01485 545105
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Kurtis-Ross Green

Kurtis-Ross.aged 10, of Dersingham was so
proud to have been chosen *Super Kid 2003", He
was rewarded with a certificate and shield at a
prestige award ceremony at the Town Hall on 6
June 2004, he was greatly impressed by the Lord
Mayor and his helpers! He was grateful for his
cheque of £200 for himself (deposited in his
savings account) together with a cheque for £150
for the King’s Lynn new Diabetic Clinic at
Queen Elizabeth Hospital. Kurtis is a keen
fundraiser and in the past has raised £50+ at his
school (St. George’s), taking part in a Skip-a-
thon for Healthy Heart Campaign, also £2004
for Air Ambulance with his yard sale and raffle,
2002.

Photo by permission of Maurice Jones He can be seen with his mean sweeping
machine cleaning the War Memorial most Saturday mornings, together with his
cones, brushes, bags, etc. Kurtis was most fortunate to have been able to take part in
the Remembrance Service last year and has been invited to take part in the D-Day
Parade on 6 June at Hunstanton, wearing his grandfather’s medals.

He thanks the Parish Council for nominating him to represent Dersingham, | also
thank them for having the confidence to put him forward.
Sandra J. Green — A very proud parent

Electrical and Data Services

Electrical Services Data Services
* Domestic * Cat 5 Cabling
* Commercial * Small Data Networks

* Light Industrial
* Fire Alams & Smoke Detectors
Straight talking with no hidden charges
Contact lain for a fast and friendly service
Phone/Fax 01485 543167
Making the Connection
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Damage to Churchyard Memorials

Dersingham Parochial Parish Council were accused of ‘desecrating” around 40
graves in St Nicholas Churchyard, when it was discovered in early April that their
headstones had been laid flat. and, in some cases, damaged.

The reason given for removal of the headstones was that they had been found to
be ‘unsafe’ during a “health and safety” assessment, which was done at the
insistence of insurance companies, following the death a few years ago of two
children when a gravestone fell on them.

The Archdeacon of Lynn, the Ven Martin Gray, apologised for the fact that,
although guidelines were in place requiring it. no consultation had taken place with
relatives before action was taken. It is reported that the Vicar of the Parish, the Rev
Ron Elverson, has since spoken to the relatives involved. Discussion is also
understood to be taking place regarding repair and reinstallation of the headstones.

As a matter of interest. this issue was boradcast nationally and an article is
known to have appeared in the ‘Leicester Mercury’.

Green Garden Sacks
can be obtained from the Parish Council Office
Cost 50p each
The office is at the Police Station, Manor Road, and is open Mon - Thurs 10 - 2

Articles for publication in the July/August edition of Village Voice must reach
the editor at 45 Queen Elizabeth Drive, Dersingham, or at the Parish Council office,
before the deadline date of Wednesday 14 July 2004. Advertisements for
inclusion in the same newsletter should be in the hands of Clare Thomson, Assistant
Parish Clerk, Dersingham Parish Council, The Police Station, Manor Road,
Dersingham PE31 6LH by the same date. Enquiries regarding advertisements may
be made by calling Clare on 01485 541465.

This edition will be inserted in the free ‘Citizen” newspaper on Wednesday
11™ August 2004. (Contributors who are promoting events should take note of this
earliest date of publication).

It must be pointed out that the editor encourages contributions but reserves the
right to amend and edit as necessary. Any contributions received will be accepted on
the understanding that, unless a specific request is made that names, addresses. etc
are not used, these may be included in the publication and may be maintained on the
Parish Council’s database.

Due to limitations on space it is possible that some items received may not be
published, or may be held for publication at a later date. Contributors should also be
aware that published material might appear on the Parish Council's Internet web-
site. The editor does not necessarily agree with opinions that are expressed, or the
accuracy of statements made, by contributors to the Village Voice.
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TIMBER & BUILDERS MERCHANTS

* Building Materials
* Timber & Boards

*» Decking

Vieit your local g : :Va::'fwi z‘:ﬂc'ng
branch today 107 gis “ 3 Clidiniga
all your Building § 2 o

Woo-.. S « Electrical

Snettisham | == sl © Paint

School Road 13 it : ? L’z:::yﬂgery
R il A

01485 i = __ dotpvii

544300 ! = | Segal ol

Opening hours: . L i B

Monday - Friday

7.30am - 1pm

2pm - 5pm .

Sat 8am -12noon WWW.rldgeons_coluk
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TROPIC
FAST FOODS

Fried to Perfection
in Finest Quality Palm Oil

Hunstanton Road
Dersingham
Norfolk
Telephone:

01485 543842
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Telephone orders welcome

OPENING HOURS
Monday to Saturday
11.30 - 2.00pm
4.30 - 10.30pm
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